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The Spirit

Introducing: Pastor Jon Goessling

Hello! My name is Jon Goessling and I am the College Pastor here at 
St Martins for 2023. A College Pastor in the Lutheran education system 
works primarily in the school community and supports the leadership, 
staff and students as well as facilitating some rituals, devotions, services 
and events. I am very grateful for the warm welcome I have already 
received from the St Martins community, so I am feeling at home in Mt 
Gambier even in these early days.
 
‘Open Heart, Open Hands’

The word ‘heart’ conjures up memories and feelings within us. Those who have ever known a 
‘broken heart’ in a relationship or ‘heartache’ from grief or who have experienced a ‘heart 
bursting with love’ will realise the enormous effect of the heart upon our lives. When we refer to 
the heart this way, we are describing a strong emotional side within our soul that encapsulates 
the deepest and most profound feelings we can experience. Knowing this, it is little wonder we 
continue to remain endlessly fascinated by the heart-dimension of being human.  
 
To help students and staff grow in their understanding of the heart and its relationship with our 
lives, the school has launched its annual theme as ‘Open Heart, Open Hands’ with Jesus’ words 
of ‘Freely you have received, so freely give’ to guide our spiritual journey of 2023. This means that 
we have the opportunity within our worship services, devotions, and classrooms to explore the 
language, attitudes, and faith-significance of the heart.
 
Heart conversations and heart language can be nurtured at any stage of a young person’s life.  
For example, one simple way a family can grow their children’s heart awareness is by ensuring 
that there are regular opportunities to talk openly about their lives in a safe environment at 
home. A good place for this is at the family meal table, which remains one of the most influential 
heart spaces in our culture if we can keep them warm, accepting, gentle, and screen free.  
Conversations in which we can share what happens in our days, talk about how we feel in certain 
situations, and ask spiritual questions are the very foundation of good heart growth. When we can 
practise how we articulate our feelings we also develop our awareness of the inner realm of the 
heart.  
 
I look forward to exploring the heart more with students, staff and families this year. If you see me 
around the College campus, please feel free to introduce yourself to me.  
 
Blessings for 2023.

Jon Goessling|Pastor

MESSAGE FROM THE COLLEGE PASTOR

Term 1 Week 2  2023



In keeping with child protection obligations, parents and caregivers 
present at College events are asked not to take or share photographs 
of other students without permission.
 
A number of our students have restrictions with their image, names 
and/or work being shown publicly. Wherever possible, guests should 
not take or share photos or video of students other than their own.

TAKING PHOTOS IN SCHOOLS

Our Year 12s officially welcomed the new Reception 
students to the College with the annual ‘Blessing of the 
Backpacks’ ceremony on Wednesday February 1. This 
is a special activity shared between the youngest and 
oldest students. 

The new scholars were presented with a special key 
tag and some wise words from the experienced 
students as a welcoming gift.

We wish our Reception students the very best as they 
begin their journey here at St Martins.

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS
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Keep up to date with College activities

St Martins Lutheran College is social! Follow us on Facebook and Instagram 
to keep up with the latest news and activities from the College.

FOLLOW US!

Our newest students were welcomed to the College 
as they began their schooling journey on Monday 
January 30.

Reception parents were met with a ‘First Day Survival 
Pack’. The packs included an assortment of chocolate, 
tea, coffee, tissues and even a party popper for those 
more excited than sad.

RECEPTION FIRST DAY

To start the new year, St Martins held its first Worship 
service, welcoming students and staff back to the 
College for 2023.

This year’s College theme was also revealed – Open 
Heart, Open Hands.

During the service, new Deputy Principal Kat Elliott and 
Pastor Jon Goessling along with other new staff were 
installed.

FIRST WORSHIP
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https://www.instagram.com/stmartinslc
https://www.facebook.com/SaintMartinsLC/


 

Latest notices and community events

Please click here to access the Community 
Noticeboard for posters and Information of 
upcoming events and activities within the College, 
and the wider community.

NOTICE BOARD
Keep updated with the upcoming College events

Please click here to access the College Term 
Planner for all important dates and upcoming 
events.

TERM PLANNER

 

At the end of 2022, during the Junior school service 
the House Shield winning team was announced. 
Throughout the year, points are awarded to each 
house based on participation in a large variety of 
activities and events.

The final tally was:
Yeates  5,474
Whitty  5,193
Tremelling 5,148
Livingston 4,985

Congratulations to Yeates and good luck to all the 
houses for 2023.

2022 HOUSE SHIELD WINNER

The Year 12 Outdoor Education class learnt how to 
use lightweight gas stoves for upcoming expeditions 
later this year. The group cooked a variety of meals 
including hamburgers, chicken risotto, fried rice and 
spaghetti bolognaise. 

Students created tutorial videos that incorporated the 
safety requirements and setup instructions to use the 
stoves safely during their Outdoor Ed experiences.

YEAR 12 OUTDOOR ED

Is your child taking up the Challenge in 2023??
If so, please ensure they fill in their student reading records 
as they read their books, gets them signed off as they go 
and please make sure your child hands it in to their teacher 
or the school contact person by: Friday 8 September.

For more information - click here

Enjoy the Challenge!

Yours Sincerely, Miss Kelly in the library.

PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE
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A reminder to all parents, carers and guests to the 
College to act responsibly when using the carpark 
area.

Please only use the designated drop-off/collection 
areas to ensure the safety of everyone.

CAR PARK SAFETY

On February 8, a group of the College’s Year 3 
students spent time gardening, bathed in the 
morning sun. Students tended to their veggie 
patch, looked over the sunflowers and got their 
hands dirty – even the College’s free-range 
chickens came over for a scratch.

Fortunately, the Year 3s were able to beat the 
chooks to a good harvest of strawberries, which 
were turned into strawberry ice-cream.

YEAR 3 GARDENING

A reminder to all students and parents to 
update their profiles on Qkr. Please ensure 
students are marked under the new 2023 class 
names.

Supply issues may again impact some canteen 
items this Term.

We ask for understanding at this time. If regular 
items cannot be found on the QKR! app, this 
indicates that these items are not currently 
available. Orders over the phone will not be 
taken for these products.

We apologise for any inconvenience.

Canteen Staff.

QKR REMINDER
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CRICKET BLAST
EAST GAMBIER cc

MCDONALD PARK
06/02/23 – 27/02/23
5:00PM – 6:00PM
5yr – 10yrs

CRICKET BLAST
WEST GAMBIER cc

MALSEED PARK
07/02/23 – 28/02/23
4:30PM– 5:30PM
5 – 10YRS

CRICKET BLAST


