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The Spirit

Christmas Message

The bible talks about the Messiah being the Lion of Judah. While this 
is a historic image from the Old Testament, in the New Testament we 
read that the true power of the King of kings (Revelation 19:16) and 
Lord of lords (Revelation 17:14) is revealed as a lion who is majestic, 
fierce in love, and worthy to be called king. 

We also see in the bible that the Christ is referred to as the Lamb of 
God. John the Baptist declares of Jesus, “Behold, the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sins of the world” (John 1:29). 

Jesus Christ, as the Lion, conquered sin and death so that we could share in the glory of his 
eternal kingdom. This victory was made possible through his work on the cross, in which he 
stepped in as the innocent Lamb to be sacrificed for our sin once and for all.

Therefore, in the Lion, we discover the power of Christ as an eternal king, and in the Lamb, 
we find the grace of Jesus as an eternal saviour.

As we approach this Christmas, let us remember the defenceless baby who was born in 
Bethlehem. He came to fulfil God’s plans for the redemption of the world. He is the King of 
Kings, who ushered in the Kingdom of God. And we have the privilege to be the precious 
and beloved children of this kingdom, now and forever. With this privilege, we have the 
opportunity and challenge to work with God, being channels of his love, hope, peace and 
joy, to those he has placed around us. Amen.

May the joy, hope and peace of Jesus be yours this Christmas season!

Alan Connah| Principal
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A step-by-step guide on how to use the QKR app and where to
download:

Instrustions - QKR

CANTEEN INSTRUCTIONS - QKR

As another busy year draws to a close, it is time to reflect on all that has been achieved by our 
students and our College. While the school year began like no other, and COVID-19 restrictions made 
life challenging for much of the year, our students have grown and succeeded in so many areas 
of learning. Along the way they have displayed significant resilience and adaptability, whilst staying 
true to our College’s values. Indeed, our students deserve recognition for the positive attitude and 
approach they have shown towards their schooling this year.

The same must be said of our College staff. Throughout the challenges of the year, they have 
demonstrated consummate professionalism, resourcefulness, good humour and compassion. In 
countless ways they have revealed God’s love and care to our students and our community. I thank 
them sincerely for their service this year. It has been a privilege to work alongside them.

The excellent partnership the College has with parents and caregivers is fundamental to the 
achievements and success of our students. Your ongoing support, cooperation and encouragement, 
are greatly appreciated and valued. We thank you for the confidence and faith you have in us. 
Likewise, the generous support of our P & F, Volunteers and College Council are also important to our 
student’s success. Thank you for your selfless service and commitment.

As the year progressed, COVID-19 restrictions were gradually lifted allowing sports competitions, 
excursions, camps and residential trips to became possible again. This has been wonderful for student 
learning and wellbeing. We enjoyed Book Week, and its associated parades, and an excellent 
Junior School Musical – Splash! Then there was the Battle of the Bands and the House Performing 
Arts Competition. These were followed by an outstanding Art Show, Grand-friends Day and numerous 
performances by our talented student musicians.

The year has also seen the adoption of a new Master Plan for the College campus, along with the 
completion of several capital works projects. These have included the installation of two new portable 
classrooms, the completion of a new Middle and Senior School Science Laboratory and Prep Room, 
and the expansion of our College Canteen. In addition to these projects, we are currently creating a 
student wellbeing centre, which we hope will be operational for the start of the new year. 

In keeping with the College theme of On Firm Foundations, we have enjoyed celebrating our College’s 
40th Anniversary this year. This has provided numerous opportunities to reconnect with old students, 
friends and colleagues; to share stories; and to celebrate the College’s 40-year history. 

So, all in all, it has been a challenging but very successful year. As 2022 comes to an end, we thank 
God for the many blessings that we have received. I wish you and your family a Blessed Christmas and 
a Happy New Year! 

Alan Connah | Principal

THE YEAR IN REVIEW
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In keeping with the College’s child protection obligations, parents 
and caregivers present at school events are asked not to take or 
share photographs of other students without permission.
 
A number of our students have restrictions with their image, names 
and/or work being shown publicly. Wherever possible, guests should 
not take or share photos or video of students other than their own.

TAKING PHOTOS IN SCHOOLS

On Thursday 1 December, the College held its Middle 
School Service and Awards Presentation.

It was a great opportunity to recognise and celebrate 
the fantastic achievements of our students during the 
year.

The service had wonderful musical performances by 
the Worship Band, a message from Pastor Mitch Kitson 
and a special staff farewell.

Congratulations to the award recipients and the entire 
Middle School cohort on another successful year!

MIDDLE SCHOOL SERVICE

St Martins Lutheran College Newsletter | Term 4 Week 8                       Page 3



Keep up to date with College activities daily

St Martins Lutheran College is social! Follow us on Facebook and Instagram 
to keep up with the latest news and activities from the College.

FOLLOW US!

On 28 - 30 November, Year 8 students headed to 
Wirraway Homestead, in Strathalbyn, for their annual 
camp experience. 

While on camp they were able to get involved in activities 
such as horse riding, sheep mustering, low-ropes course, 
archery and an Amazing Race. 

A talent show and challenges posed by Wirraway staff, 
such as the horseshoe puzzle, also added to a memorable 
time away.

YEAR 8 CAMP

CHRISTMAS MARKET - MONDAY 12 DECEMBER
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Latest notices and community events

Please click here to access the Community 
Noticeboard for posters and Information of 
upcoming events and activities within the College, 
and the wider community.

NOTICE BOARD
Keep updated with the upcoming College events

Please click here to access the College Term 
Planner for all important dates and upcoming 
events.

TERM PLANNER

 

On Friday 18 November, the final visit of the 2022 
Secondary Indigenous Student Mentor program was 
held with Mentor Sara.  

Sara’s visit coincided with an excursion to Port 
MacDonnell to work with Uncle Ken Jones in a day of 
cultural immersion. 

The weather was fabulous and the group learned so 
much on the excursion. Thank you Sara and Uncle 
Ken for teaching our students so much throughout the 
year.

MENTOR PROGRAM

On Monday 5 December, the 2023 Year 7 cohort along 
with new incoming students to the College enjoyed 
their ‘Big Day Out’ Orientation day at the Valley Lakes. 

Students hiked around the Valley Lakes, played on the 
playground and participated in team based games 
which aimed to build strong relationships within the 
group.

On Tuesday 6 December the students enjoyed a ‘Big 
Day In’ at the College participating in Strategic Working 
Groups and were treated to a barbeque lunch.

YEAR 7 ORIENTATION 

On Tuesday 29 November, a group of the College’s 
Year 9 and 10 students travelled to Olympic Park to 
compete in a tennis competition.

The students performed really well, showing great ball 
control, agility and spirit on the court.

Both the boys and girls teams won against Naracoorte 
High School, but went down in tough matches against 
Tenison Woods College and Grant High School.

YEAR 9/10 TENNIS
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A reminder to all parents, carers and guests to the 
College to act responsibly when using the carpark 
area.

Please only use the designated drop-off/collection 
areas to ensure the safety of everyone.

CAR PARK SAFETY

Back in August, St Martins students entered the 
2022 Spring Poetry Festival. There was over 400 
entries from over 50 schools judged by Writers SA, 
Firendly Street Poets, The English-Speaking Union, 
and poets Jude Aquilina and Steve Brock. 

Amelie, Chelsea Job and Emily Fraser had their 
entries selected for publication.

POETRY CERTIFICATES
On Monday 5 December, the College’s Junior 
Festival Choir headed to the Marketplace to 
perform Christmas carols. 

The group peformed songs out the front of 
Woolworths which drew a good sized crowd.  

Thank you to all those who stopped and listened 
to the lovely performers.

CAROLS

NIGHT MARKET

CHRISTMAS
BUNNINGS

NIGHT MARKET
8th December from 6pm to 8pm 

FREE Family Event with games,
Santa Visits, Kids D.I.Y and more!

For more Christmas inspiration visit @bunnings on Instagram and Facebook

Free Sausage Sizzle
Community Group Stalls

Christmas Carols and Performances

On Thursday 24 November, Jayden Jellesma 
and Chelsea Job competed in the Catherine 
Obst Lutheran Secondary Schools public 
speaking competition for Year 8 students. Both 
students delivered a 3 minute prepared speech 
on a topic chosen from a list. Jayden chose 
to speak about “Out of time”, discussing our 
tendency to put off what we need to do for too 
long, until we run out of time. He shared some 
strategies to help us make the most of our time. 

The topic Chelsea spoke about was obstacles. 
She encouraged us to have a growth mindset 
to help overcome obstacles. It was the first 
year that we had the option to compete via 
Zoom, which meant that we did not have to 
drive to McLaren Vale, but could compete in 
the comfort of the College’s Community Room. 
While it was a little difficult to establish rapport 
with their audience, both Jayden and Chelsea 
rose to the challenge and did an admirable 
job. Thank you to Ms Harte who came in 
on her day off to offer support in the form of 
encouragement and refreshments!

YEAR 8 PUBLIC SPEAKING
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