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The Spirit

Change, Service and Faithfulness

We all awoke to a new world last Friday morning. Overnight, with 
the end of the second Elizabethan era, things had changed for the 
Commonwealth and, indeed the world. And as I have watched various 
news reports and monitored a range of social media sites these three 
words, change, service and faithfulness, have been repeated time and 
time again.

Regardless of our own personal stance as a royalist or republican, we 
all now face change. Very few from our College community would 
remember the reign of King George VI. Her Royal Highness Queen 
Elizabeth II has been an unchanging background to our lives for the last 

70 years. But now the Commonwealth has a new monarch, King Charles III. This means change; 
change in our language, talking about the King rather than the Queen, change in the face we will 
see on our currency, and change to whom our politicians will swear an oath of allegiance to.

We all know that change is part of life. Day by day we see small changes around us. The 
weather and seasons are constantly changing, and each year our age changes. But there are 
some changes that are bigger than others. I think of our Year 12 students, many of whom are 
expectantly waiting for a significant change in their lives as they finish school and move onto 
whatever is next. Change is not something we need to fear.

Much has been said about the steady influence Queen Elizabeth has had during the phenomenal 
changes the world has seen in her lifetime. But over and over again, we have been reminded of 
her faithful service throughout these changes.

We are called, by God, to follow the example of Jesus, living a life of service to those around us. 
And we have had an amazing example of this in the life of Queen Elizabeth. 

In 1 Peter 4:10 we read that God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts. 
Use them well to serve one another. 

At times like these it is important for us to take a moment and reflect on our lives. Are we being 
faithful in our service to others? Most of us are not given a role on the world stage, but instead live 
our lives in our own small corner of the world. Are we living lives of faithful service to those to whom 
we have been given to journey alongside, day by day and year by year? 

This is our calling as children of our loving Heavenly Father. The bible teaches us that He is faithful 
to us all the days of our lives. The least we can do is to try to be faithful to those around us, as a 
reflection of the unconditional love that has been poured out to us, through our Lord Jesus Christ.
No matter what changes we see in our time, we can trust in the faithfulness of our God.

Know therefore that the Lord your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love 
to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commandments. (Deuteronomy 
7:9)

Julie Connah| Director of School Performance, Staff Development & Learning Technologies
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In keeping with the College’s child protection obligations, parents 
and caregivers present at school events are asked not to take or 
share photographs of other students without permission.
 
A number of our students have restrictions with their image, names 
and/or work being shown publicly. Wherever possible, guests should 
not take or share photos or video of students other than their own.

TAKING PHOTOS IN SCHOOLS

Junior School students participated in the online 
Scholastic Book Fair on Friday 2 September. 

Scholastic Book Fairs enable schools to stock up on 
resources to help enrich a child’s education. With the 
right book it can ignite a passion for reading. 

Mrs Bronca set up a Book Fair in the library this week 
for students to enjoy. Students selected books and 
toys they would like to be put on a wish list, to then be 
taken home for parents to see. 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR
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Keep up to date with College activities daily

St Martins Lutheran College is social! Follow us on Facebook and Instagram 
to keep up with the latest news and activities from the College.

FOLLOW US!

On Monday 12 September, 28 students from Year 9 to 
12 attended the Flinders University Rural Health Society 
(FURHS) careers in health workshop at Flinders University 
in Mount Gambier.

The workshop was presented by current Flinders 
University students interested in rural and regional health 
who are studying in areas such as Medical Science, 
Nursing, Optometry, Health Sciences and Medicine.

Students participated in different practically based 
activities including hand hygiene and using gloves, 
taking blood pressure, nutrition and food labelling, 
understanding eye conditions and understanding 
blood flow.  At the end of the workshop there was an 
opportunity for questions about university life, where 
topics such as living arrangements, scholarships, 
choosing courses and balancing work and study were 
covered. 

Overall, there was lots of useful and informative 
information for participants. 

FLINDERS WORKSHOP

Students were privileged on Friday 9 September to 
participate in a Welcome to Country led by Uncle Ken 
Jones on the College oval.

Uncle Ken was visiting the College as part of the 
Secondary Indigenous Student Mentor Program. We 
were also lucky to have Sara, our Mentor, visiting us 
that day. 

Thankyou to Uncle Ken and Sara for visiting our students 
and sharing your stories and knowledge!

WELCOME TO COUNTRY
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Latest notices and community events

Please click here to access the Community 
Noticeboard for posters and Information of 
upcoming events and activities within the College, 
and the wider community.

NOTICE BOARD
Keep updated with the upcoming College events

Please click here to access the College Term 
Planner for all important dates and upcoming 
events.

TERM PLANNER

 

It has been an extremely busy term in the Library;

*Australian Children’s Book Week celebrations

*The Scholastic Bookfair raising money for our library

Thankyou to everyone who contributed!

*Premier’s Reading Challenge which is now finished.   

The attached photo shows a leaf for each child who 
completed the challenge. 

Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body – 
Joseph Addison

LIBRARY MATTERS 

Indigenous Literacy Day was celebrated around the 
country on 7 September. It is a day that celebrates 
Indigenous stories, culture and languages. Junior 
students from our College met and read from the 
collection of books we have available in our library, 
written and illustrated by First Nations writers and 
illustrators. All students in years Foundation to Year 4 also 
had the opportunity to be part of a livestreamed concert 
held at the Sydney Opera House. Artist Jessica Mauboy 
and writer Gregg Dreise were the Ambassadors for the 
concert and students from around the country sang 
‘Heads, Shoulders, Knees and Toes’ in three languages.

INDIGENOUS LITERACY DAY

Our Year 6 students have been busy rehearsing for 
‘Splash’ the Musical, as they prepare to take the stage 
later this month.

You won’t want to miss this performance, as they sing, 
dance and tell the story of Preston Parrot on a mission.

Performance Times:
Thursday 29 September - 10:30am
Friday 30 September - 10:30am & 7:00pm

Tickets can be purchased by phoning (08) 8723 8700 
or via this link.

SPLASH MUSICAL 
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A reminder to all parents, carers and guests to the 
College to act responsibly when using the carpark 
area.

Please only use the designated drop-off/collection 
areas to ensure the safety of everyone.

CAR PARK SAFETY

Year 4 students have been learning about plant 
growth in science this term. The succulent Pig Face 
is a native plant used commonly by the Boandik 
people. 

Students planted their own Pig Face that will 
hopefully flourish and be transferred onto the hill 
behind the Year 4 Classrooms, with the aim of the 
succulents slowing down erosion on the steep 
slope.

YEAR 4 SUCCLENT PLANTS
Uniform Shop 
Thursday 13 October - 8:15 - 10:00 & 2:30 - 4:00
Friday 14 October - 8:15 - 10:00 & 2:30 - 4:00

Front Office 
Tuesday 11 October - 8:30 - 4:00
Wednesday 12 October - 8:30 - 4:00
Thursday 13 October - 8:30 - 4:00
Friday 14 October - 8:30 - 4:00

OPEN HOURS

The Adelaide Strikers mascot ‘Smash’ visited the 
College’s Year 2 and 3 students on Monday 12 
September. 

Smash taught the students some ball handling skills 
and ran through a few quick drills in the classroom.

Thank you to Smash for the visit and for encouraging 
a love of cricket among the students.

ADELAIDE STRIKERS
Earlier this term, the Mount Gambier Eisteddfod 
was held at the Wehl Street Theatre. Students 
showed off their best Brass, Woodwind, 
and Piano skills in solo, group, duet and trio 
performances. 

Congratulations to Annabelle Mossford-
MacGregor on being awarded the Majella 
Wines Scholarship. Kiara on her Lions Under 12 
Music Encouragement Award and Benjamin 
Durik who was awarded the U/12 Young 
Performers Scholarship solo. To see the full list of 
award recipients follow this link.

MUSIC EISTEDDFOD
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