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MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF TEACHING AND LEARNING
A New Normal
The final newsletter message for Term 3 commonly talks about how
busy the term has been with an encouraging message for the Year
12’s as they move into the final stages of their courses. However, on this
occasion I thought I would talk about the “New Normal”.
The media has talked up this notion over the last few years – we need to
adapt to the “New Normal” with social distancing, mask wearing and
the ever-present border closures just to name a few aspects.
Schools got used to shutting down, remote learning and not being able
to do camps and excursions. Articles in our own newsletters from last term talk about staffing issues
and how our staff stepped up to ensure learning wasn’t impacted.
I have been reflecting on this as I have just returned from the 24-hour Pedal Prix event in Murray
Bridge last weekend– the first run in three years due to Covid. There was no mask wearing or social
distancing and teams had come from across Australia. There was a general vibe of a “normal
event”.
The school calendar is full of events, the Year 3’s have just got back from Robe, Year 4’s are
currently at Monarto Zoo and the outdoor education trips have been going out over the last few
weeks.
In all truth, our new normal isn’t that dissimilar to our old normal.
Don’t get me wrong, there are teething problems as we adjust back to our regular way of life.
Schools are still finding staffing difficult (although not as bad as last term), Flights are in chaos and
we are all very aware of the supply shortages – especially in building.
So, has the term been busy? Yes, it has – full of exciting opportunities for students to grow both in
their faith and other capabilities, through the lens of the St Martins Spirit - our school values. We
wish all our Year 12’s the best as they finalise their assessments and prepare for their exams next
term, feeling reassured that their final term is unlikely to be unsettled.
Psalm 27: 1,
The LORD is my light and the one who saves me. So why should I fear anyone?
The LORD protects my life. So why should I be afraid?
Jason Plunkett| Head of Teaching and Learning
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YEAR 3 ROBE CAMP
On Thursday 15 and Friday 16 September, Year 3
students headed to Robe on their first overnight camp.
Over the two days students participated in a range
of activities including, a coastal walk from the Jetty to
the Obelisk, visiting the Chinese Monument and the
Our Lady Star of the Sea Catholic Church along with
the Old Gaol and Lighthouse.
Students were also lucky enough to visit the Beachport
Museum and the Limestone Coast Fishing Co-op
where they held small crabs.

TAKING PHOTOS IN SCHOOLS
In keeping with the College’s child protection obligations, parents
and caregivers present at school events are asked not to take or
share photographs of other students without permission.
A number of our students have restrictions with their image, names
and/or work being shown publicly. Wherever possible, guests should
not take or share photos or video of students other than their own.
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LEMON MYRTLE BISCUITS
As part of the cooking with Indigenous ingredients
experience, Year 5 students prepared, baked and
taste-tested lemon myrtle biscuits. The key ingredient
is sourced from the College’s ‘Bush Tucker Garden’.
Thankyou to the many staff that helped in organising
the cooking experience for the Year 5 students.

BUSINESS INNOVATION
Recently, the Year 10 Business Innovation class
participated in a competition to see who could
build the tallest free standing structure made only of
marshmallows and spaghetti.
The challenge is designed to develop the students’
enterprise skills, specifically team work, creativity,
critical thinking, problem solving and communication
skills. Next term students will plan and run their own
businesses!

FOLLOW US!
Keep up to date with College activities daily
St Martins Lutheran College is social! Follow us on Facebook and Instagram
to keep up with the latest news and activities from the College.
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P&F SIP AND CHAT
The College’s Parents and Friends committee hosted
a Sip and Chat networking event on Thursday 15
September.
The night was a great opportunity for some of the hard
working volunteers to come together and enjoy a
catchup.
The Colleges P&F committee do a great amount of
fund raising to support the College in providing special
facilities for students.

MOUNT SCHANK VISIT
Some of our students are part of an Indigenous
Mentoring Program and as part of the program visited
Mount Schank during Week 9.
The weather remained clear long enough for the
group to climb Mount Schank and then follow the
path down into the centre.
The group then returned to school for an afternoon of
quiet reflection and conversation.

SUPPORT YOUR FAMILY
Autism SA have a range of workshops and free online
resources for families.
Here are three different resources that could help your
family;
My child and autism
The Spectrum
Autism friendly Charter

NOTICE BOARD

TERM PLANNER

Latest notices and community events

Keep updated with the upcoming College events

Please click here to access the Community
Noticeboard for posters and Information of
upcoming events and activities within the College,
and the wider community.

Please click here to access the College Term
Planner for all important dates and upcoming
events.
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ARTSCAPE CREATIVES
During the school holidays artsscapes creatives
are running art classes for children aged 6 - 13 and
over.
Tickets can be purchased from EventBrite or
directly from their website.
To view the art classes available click here.

HOLIDAY OPEN HOURS
Uniform Shop
Thursday 13 October - 8:15 - 10:00 & 2:30 - 4:00
Friday 14 October - 8:15 - 10:00 & 2:30 - 4:00
Front Office
Tuesday 11 October - 8:30 - 4:00
Wednesday 12 October - 8:30 - 4:00
Thursday 13 October - 8:30 - 4:00
Friday 14 October - 8:30 - 4:00

CAR PARK SAFETY
A reminder to all parents, carers and guests to the
College to act responsibly when using the carpark
area.
Please only use the designated drop-off/collection
areas to ensure the safety of everyone.
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HOLIDAY PROGRAMS
The Riddoch Arts & Cultural Centre and Mount
Gambier Library are once again holding school
holiday programs for children of all ages. To
view all the programs click here. Bookings are
essential for all programs.
To book a session with the Mount Gambier
library click here.
To book a session with the Riddoch Arts &
Cultural Centre call 08 8721 2563.

GIRLS FOOTBALL
On Wednesday 28 September, two 9-a-side
football teams headed to Penola to particpate in
the Girls 9-a-side Football Carnival.
The girls won half of their games and had a great
day with friends.

