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The Spirit

On Firm Foundations

Earlier this week I had a visit from a mature-age Uni SA student looking 
to come and do a teaching placement with us. Even with a mask on I 
recognised her as an ex student who graduated in 2008. Since then she 
has worked, had a family and then decided to take on studies to be a 
teacher. As someone who has been a part of the College community 
for some time, it is wonderful to see these old scholars and hear about 
their journey since leaving school. We have seen our students head in so 
many different directions and it does create a sense of pride no matter 
the pathway.  

As we celebrate our 40th year of operation, we can only wonder of the number of students, 
families and staff that have been a part of the St Martins story. Next term through our worship 
services we are going to focus on the St Martins story and the foundation stones that are in place 
across the school recognising the growth and need in our region for a faith-based education. 
These foundation stones highlight the ‘specialness’ of our young people as children of God and 
the direction and purpose that our faith gives us. Other stones also talk about truth, wisdom, 
understanding, love, skills and talents; all things that help us build our own personal foundation as a 
member of the  College community and greater community outside of school. While these stones 
may make us think of children and young people, let us remember that no matter our age we are 
still children of God and part of his family. 

St Martins has been truly blessed over the years, we are thankful to the contributions of all who 
pass through our doors to become part of our school family and we can only look forward with 
excitement and anticipation as to what the next 40 years have in store.

Robyn Teakle| Head of Junior School
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Latest notices and community events

Please click here to access the Community 
Noticeboard for posters and Information of 
upcoming events and activities within the College, 
and the wider community.

NOTICE BOARD
Keep updated with the upcoming College events

Please click here to access the College Term 
Planner for all important dates and upcoming 
events.

TERM PLANNER

 

Recently, Petah Wood, Lara Scanlon and Ebony 
Bott headed to Perth endeavouring to learn more 
about different aspects of life in the Royal Australian 
Navy and the career paths that can be followed. 

Along with three other South Australian Schools, St 
Martins students got to visit HMAS Stirling, where they 
were treated to a session on weapons, accident 
response and learnt valuable firefighting skills. 

Students were also lucky enough to tour HMAS Perth, 
and talk with a whole range of people working in 
fleet support, with a focus on electronics.

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY PREVIEW

As a College we regularly receive positive feedback about our students and their uniform. Indeed, for 
the most part our students look smart. This is largely due to the excellent support of parents working with 
students and the College. However, over recent weeks we have noticed that an increasing number of 
boys are not wearing school shoes and that some girl’s hemlines are well above knee level. To address 
these concerns, we kindly ask for the support of parents and carers. 

Details regarding school shoes can be found on page 2 of the Uniform Expectations. With regard to 
girl’s hemlines, dresses / kilts should be worn with a hemline below, on the knee or just above the knee. 
If parents / carers would like help to lower hemlines, please contact the College. Thank you for your 
ongoing support.

Mr Connah | Principal

UNIFORM REMINDER

Thursday 9 June, St Martins had the privilege to host 
the Minister for Education, Training & Skills, the Hon Blair 
Boyer, MP, who visited the College along with his Chief 
of Staff, Mr Nic Kimberley.

Deputy Principal, Mrs Robyn Teakle, provided the 
Minister with a tour, with the Minister regularly stopping 
to chat with students and staff.  The Minister stopped 
into the commercial kitchen where students Jessica, Ella 
and Mitchell made the Minister and Nic a cappuccino.

The Minister was impressed with the College facilities 
and has promised to visit us again when he is next in the 
Limestone Coast.

MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
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In keeping with the College’s child protection obligations, parents 
and caregivers present at school events are asked not to take or 
share photographs of other students without permission.
 
A number of our students have restrictions with their image, names 
and/or work being shown publicly. Wherever possible, guests should 
not take or share photos or video of students other than their own.

TAKING PHOTOS IN SCHOOLS

On Wednesday 21 June the Junior School students 
were treated to a visit from the popular ‘Music is Fun’ 
Band.

The ‘Music Is Fun’ Band is an energetic, fun-filled, highly 
interactive show for children from Foundation to Year 
6, which has music education as the primary aim.

It was a privilege to see Andre Oosterbaan and the 
amazing band back at St Martins Lutheran College 
this year. 

MUSIC IS FUN
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Keep up to date with College activities daily

St Martins Lutheran College is social! Follow us on Facebook and Instagram 
to keep up with the latest news and activities from the College.

FOLLOW US!

This week I’m reflecting on why we talk about book series with children. Our series section of the library is 
‘Seriously’ the most popular. In planning my program for the week, I was alerted to five reasons why focussing 
on ‘Book series’ is a good idea. Teachers and parents should not be too concerned about their child/ren 
reading through a series. As a reader I am very guilty of this from the time my Mum introduced me to the 
wonderful world of Noddy and Big Ears.

Reason 1: Reading through a series introduces children to patterns in setting, character and plot development; 
and dialogue.

Reason 2: Children will be more motivated to read when they are engaged and gaining enjoyment from a 
particular series.

Reason 3: Children will be able to share their interests with other children who have read the same series. 
Family activities can be organised around a series e.g. Peter rabbit – working in the veggie garden. In London, 
the British railway company have organised train trips in line with (Famous five by Enid Blyton). The train trip, 
usually on a Sunday, explores various locations of the stories. This takes imagination I will admit.

Reason 4: Book series can go deeper, developing into areas of film and television. Bluey, Little lunch and the 
more sophisticated Harry Potter and the Hunger Games, for example.

Reason 5: When children read through a series, they will be able to predict and comprehend the storyline 
more easily, giving them greater confidence and fluency.

What series or author are you reading at the moment?

LIBRARY MATTERS

Six St Martins students travelled to Adelaide over the 
June long weekend to compete in the Netball SA 
Country Championships.  

The girls were lucky enough to be selected as part of the 
Western Border and Mid South East squads.  There was 
some tough competition, teams travelled from all over 
country areas of South Australia, with 26 associations 
being represented, coming from areas such as Mid 
Hills, Riverland, Port Augusta, Kangaroo Island, Port Pirie, 
Yorke and Eyre Peninsulas, and from as far away as 
Roxby Downs.  There were over 1000 participants over 
the weekend. 

Layla McPherson, Poppy Fitzgerald, Mischa Human, 
Lucy Simpson and Lauren Van Eeden were all selected 
in their respective teams whilst Bridie McPherson was 
selected as part of the Mid-South East umpiring team.

NETBALL COUNTRY CHAMPS
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A reminder to all parents, carers and guests to the 
College to act responsibly when using the carpark 
area.

Please only use the designated drop-off/collection 
areas to ensure the safety of everyone.

CAR PARK SAFETY

The City of Mount Gambier have a school holiday 
program running from July 9-24. Parents and Guardians 
must remain with children under the age of 12 during 
sessions. Bookings are open from Monday July 4. 

To book a session at the mount gambier library click 
here.

To book a session at the Riddoch Arts & Cultural centre 
call 0887212563.

HOLIDAY PROGRAM
The Ration Challenge began on Monday 20 
June. The challenge involves students only 
eating food given to Syrian refugees in Jordan, 
which includes limited amounts of rice, flour, 
lentils, chickpeas, kidney beans, sardines and 
oil. 

Five Middle School students have taken on 
the challenge for 3 days, whilst Molly Lennon 
is taking part for staff on the 5 day challenge.  

RATION CHALLENGE

Story Dogs is an Australian literacy program, where 
volunteers and their furry friends visit schools to 
read with students.

The program has seen amazing outcomes, 
including improving students focus, increasing 
literacy skills and boosting their confidence in a 
non-judgemental setting.

STORY DOGS
On Wednesday, 15 June, St Martins Open 
Mixed Hockey team competed in the School 
Sport SA State-wide Hockey Finals in Adelaide. 
With a range of students from Year 7-12 
representing the College it was a great chance 
for students to participate against some high-
quality opponents in some less than perfect 
conditions. In our first game we had a good 
match against Unley High School coming out 
with a 1-0 victory. The second game presented 
a tougher challenge with Berri Secondary 
scoring the first 2 goals of the game. It was great 
to see the students fight their way back into the 
game to draw 2-2 and being very unlucky not 
to walk away with the win. The final game of 
the day was an even bigger challenge coming 
up against the undefeated Trinity College. 
Again, the students worked well as a team but 
ultimately fell short with the final score being 
2-4. After the group stage of competition, we 
finished 3rd, missing out on the grand final 
by goal difference. Well done to all students 
involved and we look forward to competing 
again next year.

OPEN MIXED HOCKEY

St Martins Lutheran College Newsletter | Term 2 Week 8                       Page 5

https://mountgambier.evanced.info/signup/calendar
https://mountgambier.evanced.info/signup/calendar

