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The Spirit

Inquiry Learning for Engaged Students 

At the start of the term, we had two student free days to work on the 
College’s Teaching and Learning goals. This included Inquiry Learning 
with NOTOSH and Literacy with Anne Bayetto. The staff have been 
working heavily in the inquiry space over the last four weeks preparing 
to trial aspects of what they learnt in term 3. 

So, what is Inquiry Learning? Inquiry puts the student at the centre of the 
learning where they construct their understanding through developing 
a question. The teacher plans a series of carefully sequenced activities 
to lead the learning before students present their solution at the end. 

Through this process students become more engaged in their learning. The process the student 
goes through is considered equally as important as the outcome.
                                                                       
In the graphic – “The Learning Pyramid” you will notice that the traditional approaches of “lecture” 
and “reading” have low retention rates. This does not mean that these are not important skills, but 
they should be paired with other aspects further down the pyramid to improve retention.

“Behold this; we have investigated it, and so it is. Hear it, and know for yourself.” (Job 5:27)

Jason Plunkett| Head of Teaching and Learning 
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Additionally, 21st Century Skills are the skills the 
employers see as most important for todays 
workplace. A quick look at these and you can see 
how well they align with inquiry. Critical thinking, 
communication skills, creativity, problem solving, 
perseverance, collaboration, information literacy, 
technology skills and digital literacy. 

Inquiry is not a new process - being a focus for over 
10 years. It is built into the Australian Curriculum and 
the SACE. Many of the STEM initiatives the school is 
involved in are also based on inquiry.

As we develop this work with inquiry we hope this will 
develop students “Firm Foundations” for learning so 
they become lifelong independent learners.



In keeping with the College’s child protection obligations, parents 
and caregivers present at school events are asked not to take or 
share photographs of other students without permission.
 
A number of our students have restrictions with their image, names 
and/or work being shown publicly. Wherever possible, guests should 
not take or share photos or video of students other than their own.

TAKING PHOTOS IN SCHOOLS

Nominated students from Years 7-12 were involved 
in the annual inter-school Secondary Cross Country, 
this year held at Malseed Park in Mount Gambier on 
Wednesday 1 June. 

St Martins had some great individual results (place 
getters) including

Riley Hill (1st) - Open Boys 
Lauren van Eeden (1st) - Under 16 Girls 
Dean Harten (3rd) - Under 15 Boys
Emily Lynch (2nd) - Under 15 Girls
Josh Cameron (1st) - Under 13 Boys
Leslie Jagger (2nd) - Under 13 Boys
Miller Bradley (3rd) - Under 13 Boys

The College finished equal 3rd overall, with the Under 
13 Boys winning their age group shield taking out the 
top three places in their race. Congratulations to all 
competitors who battled the cold conditions today.

SECONDARY CROSS COUNTRY
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Keep up to date with College activities daily

St Martins Lutheran College is social! Follow us on Facebook and Instagram 
to keep up with the latest news and activities from the College.

FOLLOW US!

SAPSASA Football
Well done to Winnie Zadow and Rubi Riley (Year 6) for participating in the state-wide girls’ football championships 
as part of the LSE SAPSASA Girls Football team recently. The girls won four of their nine games throughout 
the carnival. Well done also to Eddie Buckland (Year 6) for participating in the state-wide boy’s football 
championships as part of the LSE SAPSASA Boys Football team last week. The team really found their groove as 
the carnival went along and ended up winning five of their nine games.

LSE SAPSASA Netball
Well done to Harper Bowering and Winnie Zadow (Year 6) for winning selection in the Lower South East SAPSASA 
Netball team recently. They will play in the state-wide SAPSASA netball carnival in Adelaide later this term. All 
the best!

LSE SAPSASA Hockey
Well done to Oliver Gore and Tyce Hillier (Year 6) for winning selection in the LSE SAPSASA boys hockey team 
recently. Both boys will travel to Adelaide later this term to compete in the state-wide championships. 

South-East Cross-Country Championships @ Naracoorte
A big well done to the 29 Year 2-6 students who travelled to Naracoorte a few weeks ago to compete in the 
South-East Cross-Country championships. Thanks very much to Mrs Virgo and Mrs Teakle who helped make the 
day a great success. Well done to all of our ribbon winners (I’m still waiting for official results). 

Duncan Savage (Junior School Sports Coordinator)

JUNIOR SCHOOL SPORTS NEWS

On Wednesday, 11 May, Saint Martins Lutheran College competed in the annual Rostrum Voice of 
Youth competition. Special mention needs to be made of Eva Peucker and Henry Martin, who had 
spent months preparing for the competition, but were unable to compete as they fell ill a few days 
before the competition took place. We hope to see Henry and Eva compete again next year!!

Lucy Lambert in Year 8 was our only representative at the competition, and even though it was the 
first time that she participated, she did a wonderful job!

Lucy had to write a prepared speech of 6 minutes. She was given a range of topics, but chose 
“Celebrations”. She did a lot of research, finding information about a range of significant events 
people celebrate as part of their faith. Lucy encouraged the audience to be accepting of the 
religious practices of a variety of cultures.
  
The competition also requires contestants to write a 3-minute speech on the night. Students are 
given 3 topics to choose from and 15 minutes to plan this short speech. Lucy chose “The need to 
listen” and referred to the use of children in factories during the Industrial Revolution – clearly, she 
has been paying attention in her Humanities lessons! Lucy also included information about the 
suffragettes, which one of the other contestants had spoken about in her prepared speech! She 
delivered her ideas confidently and persuasively – it was very powerful! 

Lucy was a fantastic ambassador for the College and we look forward to sharing her future 
achievements!

ROSTRUM VOICE OF YOUTH COMPETITION 2022
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Latest notices and community events

Please click here to access the Community 
Noticeboard for posters and Information of 
upcoming events and activities within the College, 
and the wider community.

NOTICE BOARD
Keep updated with the upcoming College events

Please click here to access the College Term 
Planner for all important dates and upcoming 
events.

TERM PLANNER

 

St Martins was honoured to have the Deputy Mayor of the 
District Council of Grant, Gill Clayfield, attend Worship on 
Friday to present Nikita Anderson with the 2022 Academic 
Scholarship.

Operating since 2010, the District Council of Grant 
Academic Scholarship gifts $500 to a year 10 to 12 student 
who reside in the Council area. The awarded scholarships 
have assisted local students with purchasing books, 
equipment and resources to support their education. 
Successful recipients demonstrate high level of academic 
achievement, commitment and attitude and have an 
exemplary attendance record. Students adhere to the 
schools code of conduct, visions and values and aspire 
to further education. Congratulations Nikita! 

DISTRICT COUNCIL OF GRANT

Students and staff were recently involved in activities to 
recognise and celebrate National Reconciliation Week. 
Year 4 students participated in the ‘Past and Present’ 
session with Aunty Michelle Jacquelin-Furr, held at the 
Mount Gambier Library, plus a day of cooking, led by Mrs 
Jeanie Axton.  Lemon myrtle biscuits were on the menu, 
with the lemon myrtle from our own Bush Tucker Garden 
being used in the recipe. Students from Years F-3 explored 
the textures of local plant materials in a weaving activity. 
Secondary students learned about the significance of 
the dates that mark the beginning and the ending of 
National Reconciliation Week. These students were also 
challenged to discuss and deeply consider their own 
position and action in relation to making change. 

RECONCILIATION WEEK

St Martins Open Mixed Hockey team played against 
Keith Area School and Naracoorte High School in the 
South East Zone knockout competition during Week 5. 

All students worked very well as a team. With some 
great passages of play and defence, winning both 
games convincingly. 

The team will now progress to finals in Adelaide, to be 
played on Wednesday of Week 7. Congratulations on 
an amazing result and we wish you all the best for the 
trip to Adelaide!

MIXED OPEN HOCKEY
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A reminder to all parents, carers and guests to the 
College to act responsibly when using the carpark 
area.

Please only use the designated drop-off/collection 
areas to ensure the safety of everyone.

CAR PARK SAFETY

Calm Kid Central have been funded to support 
their programs (Psychological support program) for 
free for families and (professionals who work with 
children ) within the Country SA region. This program 
allows you talk with child psychs within 48 hours for 12 
months. To register or to find out more see below links. 

Families click here and use  code FIRSTYEAR

Professionals click here and use access voucher 
code FIRSTYEAR

PSYCOLOGICAL SUPPORT
On Wednesday 8 June, the Open girls football 
team played against Mount Gambier High 
School and Grant High School at South 
Gambier Football Club.

The girls unfortunately lost their first game 
against Mount Gambier High School, but came 
out strong against Grant High School later in 
the day winning the game convincingly.

OPEN GIRLS FOOTBALL

Story Dogs is an Australian literacy program, where 
volunteers and their furry friends visit schools to 
read with students.

The program has seen amazing outcomes, 
including improving students focus, increasing 
literacy skills and boosting their confidence in a 
non-judgemental setting. Thank you to Michelle 
and Basil for supporting our students!

STORY DOGS
Students from Years F-11 in Week 4 enjoyed 
cooking Wattleseed and white chocolate 
muffins, crocodile schnitzel and a mixed grill 
with roast potatoes.

In a peer-mentor session between some of our 
secondary and junior school students, muntrie 
pancakes were also made and enjoyed.

F-11PEER-MENTORING
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