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The Spirit

Growing in all things

This week has been a busy one at the College, with many of our 
students sitting their NAPLAN tests.

Assessments like NAPLAN seem to have a poor reputation in 
Australia. Yes, we know that there has been a politicisation of 
the results. This is unfortunate because as educators and parents 
it is very important that we have a way of measuring how our 
students have grown in their learning. NAPLAN, along with other 
standardised testing, gives our teachers valuable information 
about each student, as they plan for effective learning tasks in the 
classroom.

So, we walk a fine line when assessments like this come around. We want our students to do 
their best at the tasks and clearly demonstrate their learning, but we also do not want them 
becoming too anxious or worried about the tests. NAPLAN measures just a small aspect of the 
lives and abilities of our children.

As the year speeds by, it amazing to see just how much our students are growing; socially, 
physically, and spiritually, as well as academically. God blesses us all with growth, but 
sometimes it is hard to see how we have grown, unless we take a moment to look back and 
reflect on the journey we have been on.

As we continue to focus on this year’s theme of “On Firm Foundations”, we hope and pray 
that everyone in our community at St Martins continues to build their lives on the cornerstone 
that is Jesus Christ, growing in their relationship with him and learning to love him and others 
more, day by day.

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be the 
glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.   (2 Peter 3:18)

Wishing you God’s richest blessings this week.

Julie Connah| Director of School Performance 

MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF SCHOOL 
PERFORMANCE
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Keep up to date with College activities daily

St Martins Lutheran College is social! Follow us on Facebook and Instagram 
to keep up with the latest news and activities from the College.

FOLLOW US!

During the holidays, our College Captains were 
honoured to lay wreaths as part of today’s Anzac Day 
Services in Mount Gambier.

It was an early morning for our Senior Captains, as they 
laid a wreath at the Dawn Service. Our Junior Captains 
honoured those who had served and died in all wars, 
conflicts, and peacekeeping operations during the 
mid-morning Service.

ANZAC DAY

On Wednesday 4 May, 41 St Martins Students in Years 
3 to 6 competed in the Lower South East SAPSASA 
Athletics Carnival, held at Mount Gambier High School. 

The students participated extremely well in all events, 
with a number of them now progressing to the State 
Championships in Adelaide.

Thank you to the students and staff that went and 
helped out.

SAPSASA ATHLETICS
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https://www.instagram.com/stmartinslc
https://www.facebook.com/SaintMartinsLC/


 

Latest notices and community events

Please click here to access the Community 
Noticeboard for posters and Information of 
upcoming events and activities within the College, 
and the wider community.

NOTICE BOARD
Keep updated with the upcoming College events

Please click here to access the College Term 
Planner for all important dates and upcoming 
events.

TERM PLANNER

 
The teaching and learning of reading 

Last week at one of the College Personal 
Development days, Anne Boyetto from Flinders 
University spoke about the notion of listening 
comprehension among other topics.  She quoted 
that in a “2019 Scholastic report: 83% of ages 6 – 17 
year olds loved/liked being read to.” To find more 
information click here.

Listening comprehension is such an important 
skill as we navigate the challenging world of 
communication in everyday life. It is no wonder 
that Borrow Box and Belinda audio are so 
popular. 

Birthday Books 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the 
Birthday Book Program so far this year. All books we 
receive are wonderful additions to our school library. 
We are amazed at the obvious thought that goes into 
book choices.  Letters have gone home so that we 
can be ready in time for June birthdays.

Premier’s Reading Challenge 

The house team Whitty is so far in the lead with the 
most points for students completing the challenge.

LIBRARY MATTERS

On Monday Week 1, the playgrounds and 
classrooms remained quiet, as teachers 
attended special Professional Development Day 
at the College.

Jeremy Weinstein’s session Inquiry learning, “How 
we learn is just as important as what we learn” 
was the topic of focus for one of the days.

Staff learnt new ways to connect with students 
aswell as improving their own teaching 
techniques. 

STAFF PD DAY

Year 11 student Harrison Blacker started his 
school-based apprenticeship earlier this year 
with Fox’s Chook House Chicken and Game 
Meat, located in Mount Gambier Central. 
Matthew and Amanda have over 35 years 
combined experience in the industry. 

Under the guidance of Matthew and 
Amanda, Harrison has been enjoying his 
apprenticeship learning new and valuable 
skills on the job. Along with his apprenticeship, 
Harrison is studying a Certificate 3 in Food 
Processing with William Angliss Institute. 

HARRISON BLACKER
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http://stmartins.sa.edu.au/news-events/community-notice-board/
http://calendar.google.com/calendar/r?cid=c3RtYXJ0aW5zLnNhLmVkdS5hdV84aXRkM3NudmViaW42NmtqcWM1dTAwamlza0Bncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
https://www.scholastic.com/readingreport/home.html


A reminder to all parents, carers and guests to the 
College to act responsibly when using the carpark 
area.

Please only use the designated drop-off/collection 
areas to ensure the safety of everyone.

CAR PARK SAFETY

CHESS CLUB 4 YOUTH! ST MARTINS DRAMA NIGHT

SAPSASA Football and Netball
Well done to three Year 6 girls for winning selection 
in the LSE SAPSASA Girls Football team. This team 
will compete at the state championships in 
Adelaide later this term. All the best!

Congratulations to Eddie Buckland (Year 6) 
for winning selection in the LSE SAPSASA Boys 
Football team. This team will compete at the state 
championships in Adelaide later this term. All the 
best Eddie!

Term 2 Year 3/4/5 School Football and Netball
More information will come home to registered 
families soon.

Term 2 Naracoorte Cross Country
Notes went home again last week. Please register 
ASAP if interested.

Duncan Savage | Junior School Sports Coordinator

JUNIOR SPORTS NEWS
Lauren Agnew was recently presented with 
the Speech & Performance Grade 6 Prize at 
the AMEB SA & NT Awards Ceremony for 2021 
Candidates on 5 March 2022 at Elder Hall, 
University of Adelaide.

This is an outstanding accomplishment. Lauren 
learns from Merry Dickins, and the prize/award 
was presented by Dr Emily Dollman on behalf 
of AMEB SA & NT.

LAUREN AGNEW
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Last week students 
were finally able to use 
the brand new science 
labs. 

The science labs started 
their upgrade at the 
beginning of 2021. The 
new learning space 
includes a science prep 
room.

NEW SCIENCE LABS

It has been a busy start to the week for student 
leadership at the College.

The Middle/Senior conference was held Monday 
at the University of South Australia, where students 
learnt about focusing on higher standards, public 
speaking and working effectively as a team.

On Tuesday, the Junior school SRC attended 
their conference at the Sir Robert Helpmann 
Theatre, building their skills and understanding 
about being a leader in a fun, high energy and 
interactive session.

GRIP LEADERSHIP

There have been some changes to the canteen 
menu this term. Monday special is WEDGES, Friday 
special is PASTRIES (Pies, Party Pies, Sausages 
Rolls). 

Parents need to provide their own cutlery for 
lunches packed from home. Cutlery is not 
provided free from the canteen. Bamboo forks 
or spoons can be purchased from the canteen 
for a cost of 10 cents per item.

To see the updated canteen price list click here.

COLLEGE CANTEEN
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In keeping with the College’s child protection obligations, parents 
and caregivers present at school events are asked not to take or 
share photographs of other students without permission.
 
A number of our students have restrictions with their image, names 
and/or work being shown publicly. Wherever possible, guests should 
not take or share photos or video of students other than their own.

TAKING PHOTOS IN SCHOOLS

https://stmartins.sa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Canteen-Price-List-V5.pdf

