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MESSAGE FROM THE COLLEGE COUNSELLOR
When I was searching for inspiration for my newsletter article, I came
across this devotion, written by one of our former Principals, Dianne
Eckermann. It’s title, Community, immediately caught my attention.
Community is something we speak about often in our College, and we
are very proud of the supportive community we have established, that
we rely on and continue to grow. I hope that you might enjoy reading
these reflections on community in our current times.
Those who sow with tears will reap with songs of joy (Psalm 126:5).
We are now in the third year of a pandemic, which has left no
community untouched in any place in the world. It is hard to
comprehend that our modern world, which can send satellites into space or send information
through the World Wide Web at the click of a button, can be so severely impacted by a virus
– something so small we cannot see it with the naked eye. Although we have greater medical
knowledge than any previous generation, many ways of preventing the spread of disease echo
earlier pandemics (for example, the 1918 influenza outbreak or the Black Death in the 17th
century).
This brings to mind the small village of Eyam in England that deliberately isolated itself from the
rest of the local area when the plague arrived in 1665 as they had observed that people who
travelled spread the plague. The death toll in the village was immense, but for over a year, they
did not breach the boundary of their town and potentially saved thousands of others at a cost to
themselves. The entire village community, led by the local priests, agreed that they would maintain
a plan to keep others in neighbouring towns and villages safe. The plague village as it is known
today continues to be remembered for its sacrifice of self in the interests of community.
Psalm 126 is also a psalm about community. It is a psalm that recognises there are times of sorrow
and tears, as well as times of great joy. It is the community that sows in tears and the community
that laughs and shouts with joy when fortunes are restored by the Lord. In other words, the
community supports all of its members in both sorrow and rejoicing. Today, community is rapidly
being overtaken by the rise of the individual and a focus on self. If the village of Eyam had been
self-focused, an even greater disaster would have occurred. However, they were communityfocused and prepared to undergo greater hardship than we have endured for the sake of their
community.
Our identities are forged in and by our community. Reading the Bible together in a community
brings believers together with each other and also with God. As we move through the Lenten
season to the sorrow of Good Friday, we also move toward the joy of Easter because Christ died
for all. Indeed, he accepts each of us as individuals, as unique children of God, but together, we
are a stronger community in Christ
Jane Savage| College Counsellor
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YEAR 9 OUTDOOR ED
Outdoor Education has seen an exciting end to Term 1 with two Year 9 Outdoor Education classes
participating in a range of snorkelling experiences across the Southeast. Students experienced
snorkelling at Piccaninnie Ponds, Ewens Ponds and Kilsby Sinkhole. They also visited Hells Hole,
Gouldens Sinkhole, Sisters Sinkhole and Little Blue Lake. Many different species were seen including
eels, lamprey, pygmy perch, long-neck turtles, spiny crayfish and a variety of bird species.
A tent community was pitched on the school oval and students cooked a meal together using the
gas camping stoves. Overall, the classes had a great time and learnt new skills to transfer to the
bushwalk next term.

YEAR 4 EXCURSION
Week 8 Wednesday saw the Year 4s head to Port
MacDonnell for an exciting excursion. Some student
favourites from the day were making sand castles on
the beach, walking along the rocks, learning about
the Boandik life and getting to see crabs along with
other marine life throughout the day.
Uncle Ken taught the students about how the Boandik
people used to find things to eat and drink, along with
the survival skills they used.

FOLLOW US!
Keep up to date with College activities daily
St Martins Lutheran College is social! Follow us on Facebook and Instagram
to keep up with the latest news and activities from the College.
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YEAR 10 SOLDIER ON
On Thursday 24 March, our Year 10 Humanities
students participated in a fundraiser that involved
each class walking a distance of 96kms around
our school oval to represent the distance walked
by soldiers on the Kokoda Track during World War
Two.
The group exceeded their goal of an accumulative
384kms by walking a total distance of 577.5kms.
This is an amazing effort. They also raised a total
of $673 from generous school families and friends
for the March On/Soldier On organisation. This will
go towards helping veterans and their families
access the support that they need.

HPV SUPER SERIES
On Saturday 26 March, the St Martins Human Powered
Vehicle (HPV) Team took part in the UniSA Australian HPV
Super Series at McNamara Park. The College had 4 trikes
competing in the race with the event ran by Australian
International Pedal Prix Inc. the competition involves teams
racing HPV’s on a closed controlled circuit.

Team Name
Category Category position Overall Position
Anything But Orange
S3
8/12
41
Carbonated
S2
7/10
54
Little Fish
S1
6/8
66
Crank It
S2
10/10
68

JUNIOR SCHOOL SPORTS NEWS
Year 3/4/5 Term 1 T-Ball
Both of our Year 3/4/5 school T-ball teams have been
going well this term on Friday afternoons. It has been
terrific seeing the teams improve their team play and
support for each other. Many thanks to Mrs Teakle, Mr
Bradley, Mr Minuzzo and Mrs Savage for assisting at the
games.
SAPSASA Athletics Carnival @ MGHS Postponed
This carnival was meant to occur on Thursday 7 April,
but has been postponed until Wednesday 4 May due
to COVID.
SAPSASA Football and Netball
Trials for LSE SAPSASA football and netball have begun.
Good luck to all the St Martins students trying out.

SAPSASA Softball
Well done to Amy Rowntree and Taylor Lucas for
winning selection in the LSE Girls SAPSASA Softball
team. Both girls will play in the state-wide carnival
next week. Hope you both have a lot of fun.
SAPSASA Swimming
Well done to the five Year 5/6 students who
participated at the LSE/MSE SAPSASA Swimming
carnival at Penola a few weeks ago.
Term 2 Year 3/4/5 School Football and Netball
and Naracoorte Cross Country
Notes went home this week. Please register if
interested.

NOTICE BOARD

TERM PLANNER

Latest notices and community events

Keep updated with the upcoming College events

Please click here to access the Community
Noticeboard for posters and Information of
upcoming events and activities within the College,
and the wider community.

Please click here to access the College Term
Planner for all important dates and upcoming
events.
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LIBRARY MATTERS
On Monday 4 April, I attended a meeting for teacher librarians
at the Mount Gambier Library. The purpose of the meeting was
to meet with the Australian eSafety Commissioner, Julie Inman
Grant and their education officer. The eSaftey Commission main
goal is to “empower all Australians to have safer, more positive
experiences online.”
Member for Barker, Mr Tony Pasin, who organised the meeting
said, “he knows his daughters are safe at school, home and at
their various sports but safety online is a different matter.”
Ms Inman Grant, also a parent, said that “we don’t just give a kid
a car,” without safety instruction. We supply them with a phone,
ipad or computer and often expect them to get on with it.
College Counsellor, Mrs Jane Savage, has placed on the
College website a link to all the resources for well-being. One of
these being the eSafety Commission site. It can be found under
the Parent Portal – Student safety and wellbeing. Scroll down
to eSafety Commission. There are many resources including
reporting serious abuse. Ms inman Grant said “that parents do
not often go to this site until it becomes a necessity”.
With the school holidays approaching I encourage you to have
a look at the website.

Rosie Bronca |Teacher Librarian

OPEN BOYS CRICKET
On Monday of Week 10, the College’s Open Cricket
team played a 20-over game against Grant High
School. In a closely contested game that came
down to the last over, St Martin’s fell 10 runs short of
the total. Billy Wiese top scored with 27 runs and Year
8 student, Evan Clark, took 2 wickets, just missing out
on a hat trick.

TAKING PHOTOS IN SCHOOLS
In keeping with the College’s child protection obligations, parents
and caregivers present at school events are asked not to take or
share photographs of other students without permission.
A number of our students have restrictions with their image, names
and/or work being shown publicly. Wherever possible, guests should
not take or share photos or video of students other than their own.
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OPENING HOURS
Front Office
Thursday 28 April - 8:15 - 4:15
Friday 29 April - 8:15 - 4:15
Uniform shop
Tuesday 19/4 - Closed
Friday 29/4 - Closed
Monday 2/5 - 8:15 - 12:00am
Tuesday 3/5 - 8:15 - 12:00am
Thursday 5/5 - 8:15 - 10:00am
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HOLIDAY PROGRAM
In the April school holidays there will be many
different activities and events being held by the
City of Mount Gambier.
To view all the activities being held please click
here.

1:00 - 4:00pm
1:00 - 4:00pm
2:30 - 4:00pm

To book a session at Mount Gambier Library, please
call 08 8721 2540, scan the QR code or book online
via our website: mountgambier.sa.gov.au/library
(under ‘programs & events’). Bookings open from
Monday 11 April 2022.
To book a session at The Riddoch Arts & Cultural
Centre, please call 08 8721 2563 or come in and
speak to one of our friendly staff at reception.
Open 10:00am to 5:00pm Monday to Friday and
10:00am to 2:00pm Saturday and Sunday.
Parents and guardians must remain with children
under the age of 12 during sessions.
If you have booked a session and can no longer
attend please call to cancel so others are able to
attend.

VETA MORPHUS RETREAT
On Saturday 2 April, Jacob Battersby, Harrison
Blacker, Myia Hill and myself met in the
Community Room to virtually connect with
other students doing Veta Morphus from
around Australia. Together we participated
in a variety of activities to help us think more
about the Bible and how it relates to our lives.
Retreats are usually a large component of
the discipleship aspect of the Veta Morphus
journey, and this was a way to try and help forge
connections between different peer groups
in the midst of the current situation. Students
felt that they now have a few extra tools when
it comes to digging deeply into their Bible
Reading for understanding, and appreciated
the opportunity to gather together to learn and
interact.
Jason Buckland

YOUNG CARERS
There are a few free activities running for Young
Carers during the April school holidays. If you are
interested click here for the flyer. If you want to
know more about being a young carer click here
for a brochure.
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Fanta stic EVENTS
FOR YOUNG CARERS
IN APRIL

CAR PARK SAFETY
A reminder to all parents, carers and guests to the
College to act responsibly when using the carpark
area.
Please only use the designated drop-off/collection
areas to ensure the safety of everyone.
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Saturday April 9th 2-5pm

2

Friday April 22nd 9.30am-3pm

Unleash your creativity at a Savvy As
Creations Resin Workshop. Ages 16-25

Seals by Sea Tour in Cape Bridgewater and
lunch at the Bridgewater Café Ages 11-17.
Bus will leave Skylight, 12 Crouch Street South,
Mt Gambier at 9.30am and arrive back approx. 3pm.
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Wednesday April 27th
12-2pm
Valley Lake sausage sizzle and
playground visit Ages 5-11.
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