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THE SPIRIT

MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF 
MIDDLE SCHOOL

       Build hope, share Gods love.

Earlier this week, I went with a group of our students to watch the 
documentary “Backtrack Boys”. The film tells the story of a group of 

troubled boys who have lost their way in life. They are disengaged with 
education, generally from dysfunctional families and often already in the 

juvenile justice system.

Apart from being the name of the documentary, Backtrack Boys is also the name of the programme 
run by Bernie Shakeshaft, a jackaroo, focused on getting the boys back on track and helping them 
to build a future. One part of his programme is having the boys responsible for training dogs as part 
of his dog jumping team.

The story is inspirational as you see the difference he makes in the lives of the boys. Throughout the 
movie, he builds hope, purpose and self esteem into boys who have often found rock bottom and 
see no possibility of a future. Shakeshaft and his team never give up on the boys, no matter the 
setbacks or disappointments along the way.

A favourite Bible passage for me is John 8 where the Pharisees bring a woman caught in adultery to 
Jesus. This well known story ends with Jesus telling the Pharisees, “Let any one of you who is without 
sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” At this point the Pharisees exit the area one by one, realising 
that they are in no position to judge the woman.
 
The message is not simply, stop judging people and let them go on doing things they shouldn’t, 
as Jesus finishes, telling the woman, “Go now and leave your life of sin.” But even Jesus doesn’t 
condemn her. He focuses on showing her love in the face of the Pharisees who are expecting a 
stoning as the consequence of her actions.

Similarly with the boys in the documentary, we as a society are very good at judging and condemning 
people for their mistakes. We seek judgement, justice and punishment. Just like Bernie Shakeshaft’s 
example, Jesus wants us to focus on showing his love to all those we encounter. Sharing God’s love 
that we have first received can change lives.

Damian Bradley
Head of Middle School

Term 2 Week 6  2021
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UPCOMING DATES
Friday 4 June
• 7pm - Senior Drama Performance

Monday 7 June
• Yr 9 Outdoor Education Snorkeling Camp 

NO/BS (Group 1)

Tuesday 8 June
• 12.50pm Boandik Buddies

Wednesday 9 June
• Cross Country
• Yr 5 – Lions’ Mad Minute Competition

Thursday 10 June
• SAPSASA State Cross Country Champs 

(Adel)
• Yr 9 Outdoor Education Snorkeling Camp 

NO/BS (Group 2)
• 8.40-9.10am – Year 12’s visit TAFESA

Friday 11 June
• Junior School Disco

Monday 14 June
• Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday

Tuesday 15 June
• Student Free Day

YEAR 11 STUDENTS 
DISCOVER ADELAIDE
Students explore city and future pathways!

The College’s Year 11 students recently ventured to 
Adelaide for their annual tertiary camp.

The group undertook a tour of the UniSA, Flinders 
university and Adelaide Uni, listening to the 
experiences of current students.

The trip also included a much loved visit to BOUNCEinc 
and dinner in Glenelg.

YEAR 4 STUDENTS ENJOY VISIT FROM FIRIE’S
Senior Student plans special visit for Junior School Students.

Year 11 Student, Petah Wood, has been working with the Year 4 classes as part of her TAFE Certificate 
III in Education Support.

Petah was tasked with planning an activity outside of the classroom and organised for the team from 
the Metropolitan Fire Service to visit the students.

They were excited to be given a tour of the MFS fire trucks..
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NEW-LOOK COLLEGE YEARBOOK HAS ARRIVED
The 2020 St Martins Lutheran College yearbook is here!

This beautifully presented hardcover-bound book has captured everything from Opening Worship, to 
Valedictory Dinner and all other College events in between!

Designed completely in-house by the St Martins Marketing Team, it will be a special keepsake, recording 
what was a unique year.

Yearbooks have been distributed this week, so keep an eye out for them in schoolbags!

ST MARTINS HPV HITS ‘THE BEND’
Human-Powered Vehicles race for 6 hours at The Bend

Recently, five College students travelled to Tailem Bend to represent St Martins Lutheran College at the 
inaugural “the Bend” 6 hour race.

Racing for the College for the last time was Ben Wood who has been involved with “Pedal Prix” for most of 
his life. In honour of this, Ben took to the grid to start the race for the team.

Over the 6 hours, each student achieved well to clock up a total of 125.8km total. As we were competing 
in the senior (S3) category, with many Middle School riders, they did very well to place 85th out of 181 bikes 
and 23rd out of 36 bikes in their category.
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UNIFORM REMINDER
Term 2 brings with it the seasonal uniform change

A reminder to parents that St Martins has now 
made the seasonal change to the winter uniform.

Please ensure students start the term well with the 
correct uniform items. The uniform shop is open 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. The on-line uniform shop 
can be found at
https://uniformshop.stmartins.sa.edu.au/

PLAYGROUND CLEARED
The end of an era!

Last week, one of the original St Martins 
playgrounds was dismantled, after more than 
20 years of providing enjoyment to the College’s 
students.

The equipment has been removed to make way 
for new, vibrant and contemporary play spaces.

GERMAN TRIP RETURNS
2022 – 2023 German Exchange - Year 10 Students

The German Exchange for 2022/23 is going ahead 
(COVID-19 willing). This exchange is open to 
current year 10 German students currently aged 
15 or older.

Students spend 9 weeks in Germany from the 
end of November 2022 to late January 2023 with 
a host family. They will also visit Berlin for a week 
with the exchange group. Their German partners 
will then come out to Australia in February of 2023 
departing mid-April 2023.

There will be an introductory meeting on June 6, 
2021 at Concordia College, Adelaide. A Covid-19 
vaccination is mandatory for participation in the 
Exchange. If you are interested contact Mrs Frost 
for more details.

FOLLOW US!
Keep up to date with College activities daily

St Martins Lutheran College is social! Follow 
us on Facebook and Instagram to keep up 
with the latest news and activities from the 
College 

https://www.instagram.com/stmartinslc
https://www.facebook.com/SaintMartinsLC/
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The College’s Stage II Food and Hospitality 
Students never cease to amaze!

On Tuesday of Week 6, the students spent the 
morning planning and prepping a special lunch 
for their whole cohort.

The 4 students set a menu of street food for their 
classmates to select from. It included cold rolls, 
pulled beef sliders, fried rice and waffles with 
berries and cream.

The impressive dishes were thoroughly enjoyed 
and appreciated by the cohort.

YEAR 12 STUDENTS 
FEED CLASSMATES

CAR PARK SAFETY
Think safety-first when dropping off 
and collecting

A reminder to all parents, carers 
and guests to the College to act 
responsibly when using the carpark 
area.

Please only use the designated 
drop-off/collection areas to ensure 
the safety of everyone.

Begin your child’s Kindergarten journey in 2022!
St Martin’s Kindergarten is now taking enrollments 
for 2022.

Contact St Martins Kindy on 8725 5702 to enrol 
your child today.

Scholarships are open to both new and existing 
students, currently studying in Year 6 & 7 (for Middle 
School) and Year 9 (for Senior School) in the year 
of the application. The scholarship will provide 
full or part reduction of tuition fees for 2 to 3 years 
per Scholarship. Scholarships will be awarded on 
academic merit based on a scholarship test, student 
reports and a teacher reference.

Applicants are required to complete the scholarship 
application form and forward it to the College office. 
All applications must be received by 4:00 pm on 
Wednesday June 30, 2021.

Scholarship results will be advised approximately four 
to six weeks after the scholarship test date.

2021 Scholarship Application Form

2021 SCHOLARSHIPS OPEN

https://stmartins.sa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Scholarship-Application-Form-2022.pdf
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STUDENTS GET INSIGHT TO PLIGHT OF REFUGEES
Classes learn what life is like for displaced people in the world

On Monday 24 May, Celia Fielke from the Australian Lutheran World Service 
(ALWS) came to the College to run sessions with year 6 students as part of 
Awareness Day.

Students completed activities and learned about the difficulty for developing 
countries to cope with natural disasters and how they are impacted by these 
events. The ALWS are one of several aid organisations that help support 
countries in times of crisis. Celia also ran a session on refugees and what life is 
like for them. The students’ eyes were opened to the trauma and stress faced 
by refugees, 60% of which are children.

Following a recess of a single biscuit and lunch of just rice and having to work in 
the dark to experience life without electricity, the students then worked in pairs 
to complete a scavenger hunt around the school answering questions related 
to the day’s learning and then laps around the oval, all while carrying a 2-litre 
bottle of water. Although it’s nothing like experiencing the real thing – which we 
pray they never do, Awareness Day gives students just a small understanding of
    what life is like for the 79.5 million displaced people in the world.

Latest notices and community events

Please click here to access the Community Noticeboard 
for posters and Information of upcoming events and 
activities within the College, a nd the wider community.

NOTICE BOARD
Keep updated with the upcoming College events

Please click here to access the College Term 
Planner for all important dates and upcoming 
events.

TERM PLANNER

Earlier in the Term, the Year 9 students visited a nearby 
conservation park to complement their Science and HUMS 
curriculum. Students worked in groups of 10 and visited 4 
stations. Two members of the Landscape Board educated 
the students about the RAMSAR wetland, threatened plant 
and animal species and what is being done about their 
decline. Information about the protection of shorebirds and 
marine park restrictions were also shared with students.

As part of Science studies this term, students are studying 
ecology. Students are investigating food chains and the 
different organisms found within them. To further their 
understanding, students drew a transect line from the creek 
at Piccaninnie Ponds up to the bank, where they identified 
the plant species at 5 different points.  Students are also 
investigating the effects that humans have on ecosystems, 
so collected water samples from Piccaninnie Ponds to test in 
the laboratories at school.  We were blessed with wonderful 
weather during the two days, and it was great to experience 
the wetland in person!

YEAR 9 CLASS VISIT PONDS

College golfers tee off in Adelaide competition!

On Monday, Finleigh, Thomas and Mitchell 
competed in the GolfSA/SSSSA State Individual 
Championships at the North Adelaide Golf 
Club.

The boys 
performed 
well and 
displayed 
terrific 
sportsmanship 
and 
competitive 
spirit to 
battle their 
way through 
some trying 
conditions.

SMLCGOLF STUDENTS 
PERFORM IN 
ADELAIDE

http://stmartins.sa.edu.au/news-events/community-notice-board/
http://calendar.google.com/calendar/r?cid=c3RtYXJ0aW5zLnNhLmVkdS5hdV84aXRkM3NudmViaW42NmtqcWM1dTAwamlza0Bncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t

