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THE SPIRIT

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Have Courage; Rise up!

This year’s College theme is: Have Courage; Rise up! The key bible verse 
being Isaiah 41:10. In God’s strength, and with the help of our families, friends, 
teachers and the St Martins community, we can “Have Courage and Rise Up!”.

At the start of the year, we were delighted to welcome lots of new families to St 
Martins along with our new Head of Senior School, Kathy Oliphant, six teachers, 

two learning enrichment officers, two administration staff, a student counsellor and 
three trainees. This year we opened with 770 students on the roll. This represents a 

growth of around 30 students since February last year. We are very grateful for the 
continued confidence that parents, caregivers and the community have in our College. 

Term 1 has been very busy. With the reduction in COVID-19 restrictions, our popular sports days have 
returned, with Tremelling winning the Junior School day and Yeates winning the Middle/Senior School 
day. We have also seen students competing very successfully in a wide variety of sports within the region 
and in Adelaide. At the same time, our residential camping program has resumed with last year’s Year 5 
students visiting Monarto Zoo, Year 8 visiting Cape Bridgewater and Year 9 visiting Halls Gap. Preparations 
are also well underway for this year’s Year 6 Musical, “Star Warts”, and rehearsals have commenced for 
our College Musical, “Shrek”. 

On the facilities front, we are delighted to report that our extension to the Trade Training Centre is well 
underway. Once constructed, the extension will provide three new classrooms and more toilet facilities. 
Our new Chemistry Lab is also progressing positively. On the curriculum side, we are pleased to announce 
that our new commercial kitchen (completed last year) is now being used for the teaching of Stage 1 and 
2 Food and Hospitality and our very first Kitchen Operations VET Course. 

As you can see, we have much to be grateful for as a College. We thank you for your ongoing prayers and 
support and wish you God’s blessings for the year ahead.

Alan Connah | Principal

Term 1 2021

Students got colourful to celebrate the start of a new year

On Wednesday of Week 1, Students in Years 1 to 7 took advantage of the 
fantastic weather and participated in a Colour Run at the College.

Teachers and Staff enjoyed the chance to get the water pistols out and cover 
the students in paint!

The activity was a great opportunity for the new classmates to bond and develop 
new friendships.

COLOUR RUN
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Students enjoy modified Swimming Carnival at Millicent Swimming 
Lake

With the Mt Gambier Aquatic Centre somewhat ‘inaccessible’, The 
College’s Middle School bussed it down to Millicent’s Swimming Lake 
for a modified Swimming Carnival!

Students from Years 7, 8 and 9 weren’t phased by the cooler weather 
and enjoyed having a splash in the lake, with novelty activities in and 
out of the pool.

A few of the traditional competitive events took place, in preparation 
for the upcoming Interschool Swimming competition.

MIDDLE SCHOOL SWIMMING DAY

A Shrektacular Production

The cast for this year’s secondary musical, Shrek, have already 
started rehearsing - and they are sounding great! All your favourite 
characters are there, such as Shrek, Fiona, Donkey, Lord Farquaad 
and a host of other larger-than-life fairytale creatures. Students 
will be rehearsing regularly to bring you our biggest, brightest and 
most hilarious musical yet - you won’t want to miss it. Pop August 
19 and 20 into your diaries and we’ll see you at the Sir Robert 
Helpmann Theatre for this Shrektacular production!

Andy Ahrens | Drama Teacher

SECONDARY MUSICAL

Introducing our new Head of Senior School, Kathy Oliphant 

Well it has been a busy start to the year. I would firstly like to thank everyone 
who has welcomed me to the College. The St Martins Spirit is clearly one that 
embraces all newcomers to this vibrant and caring community. 

A highlight of Term 1 has been the commencement of the Certificate 2 in 
Kitchen Operations, using the College’s new state-of-the-art commercial 
kitchen. Our Trade Training Centre extensions are really taking shape. The roof 
has now been completed and it won’t be long before we will be teaching and 
learning in the new space.

I would like to leave you with a Bible verse that sums up my first impressions of St Martins: 

Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.
   1 Thessalonians 5:11 

Kathy Oliphant | Head of Senior School

A MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF SENIOR SCHOOL
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Tremelling claim the shield for the third consecutive year

In Week 5, hundreds of Parents, Grandparents, and family members came along to the College’s 
Junior School Athletics Day!

The day is a highlight on the calendar for our Junior School students and they were out to impress 
the crowds, with their speed and agility.

Congratulations to Tremelling, 3-peating the Junior Athletics event!

Thank you to the volunteers, Parents and Friends and Year 7 students that came out to support and 
help make the day fun for the Junior students.

JUNIOR SCHOOL ATHLETICS CARNIVAL
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Yeates claim the win after a close battle on the day

In Week 5, the Middle/Senior School Athletics Carnival was held at the College.

Conditions were perfect, as students enjoyed a day of great competition in the traditional track 
and field events.

It was a very close battle between the Houses throughout the whole day, but at the end of 
competition, Yeates took the 2021 title - just 16 points ahead of second place!

A huge thank you to all our Parents and Friends volunteers for their time and hard work throughout 
the day. Well done to Mrs Tarca and the sports team for their massive effort to ensure the day was 
a great success!

MIDDLE/SENIOR SCHOOL ATHLETICS CARNIVAL


