
St Martins Lutheran College Newsletter

THE SPIRIT

MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF 
TEACHING AND LEARNING

Rich Learning Opportunities

As Term 1 draws to a close, we can reflect on the rich opportunities 
students have been exposed to in their learning.

This year, Pastoral Care time was introduced to the Middle and Senior year 
levels, taking advantage of the ‘Positive Education Enhanced Curriculum’ 

developed by Geelong Grammar School. Developed in consultation with world-
renowned experts on positive psychology, this program develops the College’s learners in the key 
concepts of wellbeing so they can live healthy fulfilling lives.

Head of Senior School, Kathy Oliphant, and I recently returned from a Queensland Study Tour where 
we looked at schools radically changing their delivery models to suit our changing world. During our 
tour, we observed a range of contemporary learning environments and practices. Our job now is 
to consider what we saw, assess what will work in our local setting and then share these ideas within 
the College community. I am keen to see how we can transform our practice in relation to our 
Teaching and Learning Principles.

So, as the term winds to a close, our Junior School has been busy with Parent Teacher Interviews and 
our Middle and Senior Schools have sent home Interim Reports. I encourage you to use the holiday 
time to reflect with your child/ren on their progress and what they can do to achieve their personal 
best.

Romans 12:2
“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.”

Jason Plunkett | Head of Teaching and Learning

Term 1 Week 10 2021

Front Office

Wednesday 21/4 8:30am - 4:00pm
Thursday 22/4  8:30am - 4:00pm
Friday 23/4  8:30am - 4:00pm

SCHOOL HOLIDAY OPENING HOURS
Uniform Shop

Thursday 22/4  8:30am - 4:00pm
Friday 23/4  8:30am - 4:00pm
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UPCOMING DATES
Friday 9 April
• Last day of Term 1
• Casual Dress and Crazy Sock Day
• Early Dismissal 2:15pm

Monday 26 April
• ANZAC Day Public Holiday

Tuesday 27 April
• First day of Term 2

Wednesday 28 April
• Foundation Information Morning 9:30am

Friday 30 April
• SAPSASA District Golf Day

Monday 3 May
• GolfSA/SSSSA Team Stableford Finals
• Middle and Senior School Parent Teacher 

Interviews

Tuesday 4 May
• Year 11 STEM Girls Inquiry Day 1
• Year 11 & 12 RAP Presentation
• Middle and Senior School Parent Teacher 

Interviews

Wednesday 5 May
• Year 10 SE Road Safety Program
• Rostrum Voice of Youth

Thursday 6 May
• Year 9 Piccaninnie Ponds excursion

EASTER EGG HUNT
Foundation & Year 12s buddy up for hunt

Last Thursday, our Foundation and Year 12 
students buddied up for an Easter egg hunt 
around the College!

The students were given 4 clues and had to work 
together to find all of the Easter symbols. 

One of the clues led them to the chicken coop, 
where our Foundation students were excited to 
find a different type of egg than usual.

KOKODA FUNDRAISING WALK
Year 10 Students walk the Kokoda Track and back

Recently, students in Year 10 completed their ‘Soldier On’ fundraiser, raising a grand total of $1515 to 
help support our modern day veterans and their families.

They started with the goal of each class walking the distance of the Kokoda Track. However, we are 
pleased to report that cumulatively, each of the 3 classes completed the distance of the track and 
back in the allocated time!

We would like to thank Mick and the team at Collins Court Butchers for their kind donation. A thank 
you must also go to the team at Bakers Delight for their generous support.

We hope the money raised can assist in providing much needed services to veterans and their 
families.
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HPV MT GAMBIER RACE
St Martins teams battle it out with great results 

On March 27, there was much excitement in the air when the St Martins HPV teams participated in the first 
8-hour race at McNamara Park, after 18 months sitting idle. The College entered 4 teams; 1 community 
team, a Middle School team and 2 Junior School teams. In total, 18 students, 3 teachers, 2 parents and a 
brother, battled it out - for many this was their first time racing.

Our Middle School team ‘Anything but Orange’ finished 8th in its category, completing 99 laps. Our Junior 
School team ‘Crank it’ finished 4th on 79 laps and ‘Little Fish’ finished 7th on 63 laps. It was great to have a 
community team in ‘Carbonated’ riding around. The team encountered the most repairs on the day and 
finished 4th in their category completing 83 laps.

Congratulations to Jake, Nathan, Les, Jade, Miller, Sammy, Hayley, Ivy, Ethan, Henry, Amalia, Geordie, 
Bethany, Brock, Koby, Marley, Angas and Chloe.  Mr Bradley, Mr Spencer and myself have a new found 
respect for your ability to continually push yourself and to adapt to the ever changing weather. You are  
fantastic role models and represented the College in the best light.

Thank you to Matt, Geoff and Drew for making up our community team.

A big thank you to Geoff Wood from Gtrikes for getting the carts race ready, to all the parents, pit crew 
and COVID marshals thanks for making the day run smoothly and managing to keep the carts on the 
track. 

Looking forward to hopefully another race soon.

Briodie Wilson | HPV Coordinator

LIBRARY NEWS
Premier’s Reading Challenge

We have had 35 students complete their Premier’s Reading Challenge sheet in 
the first couple of months into this challenge. 

We have outstanding reading by four of these students who have completed 
more than the one sheet (reading over 24 books each).

With holidays approaching, we hope to see oodles of completed sheets flood 
into the Library at the beginning of Term 2 and have our ‘Space’ board filled 
with Space people and planets. Get spaced out with great books and keep 
up the great work with reading.

Remember, every completed PRC sheet adds a point to your School House 
team.

The Library Team
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YEAR 8 SCIENCE
Students study the formation of the Blue Lake

Recently, our Year 8 Science students took 
part in a geology walk around the Blue Lake.

Despite the occasional shower, the group 
enjoyed learning about the formation of the 
Blue Lake, and observed ancient layers of 
basalt and limestone. Along the journey they 
also found a rare sample of olivine!

YEAR 11 TOURISM
Students explore and enjoy coastal town

On Wednesday of Week 9, the Year 11 Tourism 
class travelled to Robe to investigate the 
impacts of tourism on the town and to evaluate 
the sustainability of Robe as a tourist destination. 

While there, Camille from the Robe Tourist 
Information Centre spoke to the class to provide 
insights into how the town has benefited from 
tourism and also some of the downsides. The 
class then completed a scenic walk of the 
marina, coastal views, the Obelisk and the ruins 
of the Old Gaol. Some of the students thought 
that Miss Ferraro set the pace a bit too fast, so 
a cool off with Robe’s famous homemade ice-
cream was definitely needed. The weather was 
lovely and the class had a fantastic day enjoying 
the sun and beautiful ocean.

GERMAN
Exploring the cultural aspects of Easter

The College’s Year 7 to 11 German classes 
have recently been exploring the cultural 
aspects of German Easter.

Classes researched customs and traditions 
including the Easter Tree, Easter bonfires, 
the Easter lamb and German Easter foods. 
Students made their own class Easter Trees and 
decorated them with 3D paper eggs.  They 
looked so colourful! Classes also had Easter 
egg rolling competitions with chocolate eggs 
and ate the eggs as prizes at the end.

MUSICAL JUMPER
The Year 6 Musical jumpers have arrived

Upon arriving at the College in Week 9, the Year 
6 students were eager to get their hands on the 
long-awaited 2021 Musical jumpers. 

This year’s musical ‘Star Warts’, follows Luke 
Warmwater and his cosmic crew as they save 
the universe.
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JUNIOR SCHOOL SPORTS NEWS
SAPSASA Softball

Well done to Ivy Wilson, Chelsea Fulham, Amelia Ireland and Amalia Hunter 
for being part of the very successful Lower South East Girls SAPSASA Softball 
team that competed in Adelaide recently. The girls played three games 
each day in some very warm conditions. This year they were lucky enough 
to play on the enclosed diamonds - where they played their best games for 
the week. The girls learnt to play every position and batted well considering 
none of them play competitive softball. They finished with a silver medal 
after losing only one game and drawing one. Congratulations girls!

Great job also to Orlando Vause, Jarrod Carey and Jobe Harten, who 
recently represented the LSE in the Boys State SAPSASA Softball competition 
in Adelaide. The boys all played very well and contributed enormously to 
the team’s success. The three boys came home with gold medals after 
completing the week undefeated. Great stuff!

SAPSASA Swimming

On Friday March 26, Lucy Dening and Jarrod Carey represented the LSE at 
the state SAPSASA Swimming championships in Adelaide. Lucy and Jarrod 
swam really well in all of their events – often swimming PB’s. Lucy won a 
bronze medal in the 50m backstroke, with less than a second between the 
top three place-getters.

Recent SAPSASA Selections

Congratulations to Mischa Human and Layla McPherson on their recent selection in the LSE Year 6 SAPSASA 
Netball team. Congratulations also to Jarrod Carey and Ryan Algelino on their selection in the LSE Year 
7 SAPSASA Football team. Good luck to these four students next term at their respective championships.

South East Cross Country Championships

A reminder that the South East Primary Cross Country Championships are being held in Naracoorte in 
Week 2, Term 2 (Friday May 7). A note was sent to parents and caregivers last week.

LSE SAPSASA Athletics Carnival Results

Well done again to the 61 Year 3-7 students who participated in the LSE SAPSASA Athletics Carnival, held 
at Mt Gambier High School on Tuesday March 23.

The results were fantastic – winning a whopping 40 ribbons in total. Congratulations to the talented students 
who have won their way to Adelaide for the State championships later this year by winning an event on 
the day.

Please click here for the full list of results.

Duncan Savage | Junior School Sports Coordinator

https://stmartins.sa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/LSE-SAPSASA-Athletics-Carnival-Results.pdf
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
Little Athletics SA 2021 State Individual Championships

Mt Gambier District Little Athletics Centre took a team of Athletes to 
Adelaide recently to compete at the Little Athletics SA 2021 State 
Individual Championships. This group of athletes included six St 
Martins students, Emily Lynch, Jena Jagger, Les Jagger, Kyla Gordon, 
Jacob Gordon and Jack McGill.

Emily won Gold in the U14 Female 1500m race walk with a PB, Les 
Jagger picked up Gold and Jacob Gordon won Bronze in the U12 
Male 1500m Race Walk, both with PB’s. Well done to all of the athletes 
for their dedication and commitment during the weekend.

FOUNDATION INFORMATION MORNING
St Martins invites new parents to attend a Foundation Information Morning for 2022 and beyond

On Wednesday April 28 at 9:30am St Martins will be holding a Foundation Information Morning for new and 
perspective parents.

Chat with the Head of Junior School, Robyn Teakle, and take a tour of the College’s Junior School facilities. 
Discover the difference an education at St Martins can make for your child’s future.

Contact the College to make a booking on 8725 1430. 

CASUAL AND CRAZY SOCK DAY
Wear your casual clothes and crazy socks tomorrow

The Senior SRC are proud to be organising a Crazy Sock Casual Day for the last day of the term (Friday 
April 9) to help fundraise money for our compassion children. Please bring along a gold coin donation for 
the day. 

A competition will also be held for the home group with the best socks, which will be judged by Mr Bradley 
and Mr Shepherdson! There will be prizes for the best nominated socks. We look forward to seeing everyone 
in their crazy socks!

SSSSA D GRADE ATHLETICS
St Martins team finish third in state competition

This week, the College’s best Athletes took part in the D-Grade School 
Sport SA Track and Field (Years 8 to 12) Secondary Championships. It was 
a warm day on Wednesday at the SA Athletics Stadium in Adelaide, but 
the group did exceptionally well - finishing in third place - just 8 points from 
second place!
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Latest notices and community events

Please click here to access the Community Noticeboard 
for posters and Information of upcoming events and 
activities within the College, and the wider community.

NOTICE BOARD
Keep updated with the upcoming College events

Please click here to access the College Term 
Planner for all important dates and upcoming 
events.

TERM PLANNER

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
Swimmers recognised for their fantastic season in the pool

The South East Swimming Association (SESA) recently held their 2020/21 
presentations in Penola.

The College was pleased to hear that St Martins students, Lucy 
Denning, Lucy Edwards and Eden Smith, all received accolades for 
their performance in the pool.

Well done and congratulations to the girls!

ENVIRONMENTAL 
COMMITTEE

Recycle your Easter foil wrappings

The St Martins Enviro Committee encourages 
everyone to collect their Easter foil wrappers until 
they are the size of a tennis ball. Once you have 
collected a large foil ball it can then be recycled 
via your regular recycling bin.

A reminder that Term 2 brings with it the 
seasonal uniform change

A reminder to parents that Term 2 is fast 
approaching and so is the seasonal change 
to winter uniform. Please ensure students 
start the term well with the correct uniform 
items. The uniform shop is open Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. The online uniform shop can 
be found at: 

https://uniformshop.stmartins.sa.edu.au/

UNIFORM 
REMINDER

http://stmartins.sa.edu.au/news-events/community-notice-board/
http://calendar.google.com/calendar/r?cid=c3RtYXJ0aW5zLnNhLmVkdS5hdV84aXRkM3NudmViaW42NmtqcWM1dTAwamlza0Bncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
https://uniformshop.stmartins.sa.edu.au/

