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THE SPIRIT

MESSAGE FROM THE 
COLLEGE COUNSELLOR

God is our shelter and refuge

During our Staff Devotions this week, the focus for those staff delivering 
the message has been about God being our shelter and our refuge. 

This idea that God is our ever-present safe place, particularly in times of 
adversity, is both reassuring and confidence building. It complements also, 

our theme for this year, Rise up – Have Courage. When we believe that God is 
always with us, we can be more brave in the way we live our lives, knowing that 

He can be relied upon to give us the strength and courage we need. 

In devotion, we listened to a song by the Casting Crowns called, ‘Who Am I?’ I particularly connected 
to some of the lyrics in this song: “Whom shall I fear? I am Yours”; and “Lord, you catch me when I’m 
falling”. These lyrics highlight how when we trust in God, we do not need to be afraid, because He 
will always be there for us. In recent times, I have come to understand the courage that comes from 
faith in God, and reliance upon His constant love and support.

As teachers and staff at St Martins, we have a responsibility to encourage our students to rise up and 
have courage, and there are so many examples each day of how our students demonstrate their 
courage and resilience. We can continue to support our students to be more courageous, by being 
reliable, caring and safe adults for them throughout their school day. In the same way that God is 
our safety, our constant and our place of refuge, we too can be that for our students. 

What a great privilege it is to be able to inspire, encourage and support our young people to live 
their lives courageously, with the knowledge that God will always be there to catch them when they 
fall. 

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9

Jane Savage | College Counsellor

Term 1 Week 8 2021

A reminder that Term 2 brings with it the seasonal uniform change

A reminder to parents that Term 2 is fast approaching and so is the seasonal change to winter 
uniform. Please ensure students start the term well with the correct uniform items. The uniform shop 
is open Tuesdays and Thursdays. The online uniform shop can be found at: 
https://uniformshop.stmartins.sa.edu.au/

UNIFORM REMINDER

https://uniformshop.stmartins.sa.edu.au/
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UPCOMING DATES
Friday 26 March
• SAPSASA State Swimming Adelaide

Saturday 27 March
• HPV Mount Gambier Race

Monday 29 March
• SAPSASA Softball State Carnival
• Year 6 Visit Sir Robert Helpmann Theatre

Wednesday 31 March
• 5B Monarto Zoo Camp
• Year 11 Tourism Robe Excursion
• Year 10 Kokoda Track Challenge

Thursday 1 April
• Year 6 Musical Audition

Friday 2 April
• Good Friday Public Holiday

Monday 5 April
• Easter Monday Public Holiday

Wednesday 7 April
• SSSA D Grade Athletics

Thursday 8 April
• House Day
• SMLC Junior School Cross Country

Friday 9 April
• Last day of Term 1
• Casual Dress and Crazy Sock Day
• Early Dismissal 2:15pm

New Library Software 

Next week will be our last week using the Bookmark 
library software. We will be changing over to 
Access it. This will take a few weeks and we hope to 
be fully operational during the first week of Term 2.  
We would like all students to get their books back 
to the library during next week. Students borrowing 
next week will get an extended loan period of 4 
weeks to cover them over the migration period.

City of Mount Gambier Library

It would be a good opportunity for students who 
are not already members of the City library to join 
over the school holidays. There will be an app on 
our new library page for the City library. The reason 
that this is strongly suggested is that the city library 
provides students with a wealth of electronic 
resources no matter what year level. The resources 
including encyclopaedias at three levels, are too 
numerous to mention here. Students will be shown 
a selection of these at school.

Birthday Book Program

Thanks again to the families that have been 
donating wonderful books to this program. 
Children who have had a birthday in March will be 
presented with their books at Monday’s assembly.

The Library Team

LIBRARY NEWS

Students explore local underwater treasure troves

Recently, the College’s Year 9 Outdoor Education class ventured to Port MacDonnell to explore the 
local snorkelling hotspots. 

The students braved the cold, jumping into Ewens Ponds, Piccaninnie Ponds and the crystal clear 
waters of Kilsby Sinkhole.

YEAR 9 OUTDOOR EDUCATION CAMP
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College Athletes travel to Penola to test their abilities against the region’s best

In Week 7, the College’s finest young athletes competed in the Interschool Athletics Carnival, at Penola 
High School.

Conditions were quite warm, however the students performed well again and represented their school to 
the best of their abilities.

INTERSCHOOL ATHLETICS

Pedal Prix back after 2020 hiatus

Best of luck to the College’s Human Powered Vehicle 
(HPV) Team this weekend.

Students will be taking part in the season opener of 
the UniSA Australian HPV Super Series at McNamara 
park, Mt Gambier.

Scrutineering will take place at the Rail Lands on 
Friday March 26 and the race will be conducted on 
Saturday March 27. Spectators welcome!

HPV HITS THE TRACK

Dress down and wear some crazy socks 
for a good cause

The Senior School SRC are proud to present 
Crazy Socks for Compassion! Friday Week 
10 will be a whole College crazy sock-
themed casual day to raise money for 
our compassion children, Emmanuel and 
Surayia. Please bring along a gold coin 
donation on the day. We look forward to 
seeing your crazy socks! 

Rachael Bird | College Captain

GET CASUAL FOR
LAST DAY OF TERM 1!
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SMLCGolf students win state-wide tournament

On Sunday March 14, Mr Shepherdson and three St Martins secondary students, Mitchell Handford, Finleigh 
Altschwager and Thomas Lambert travelled to Adelaide to compete in the SSSSA/GolfSA Stableford Teams 
Championship.

Competing against 16 teams from secondary schools across the 
state, the three boys had a bit of a day out! They combined for a 
team total of 114 points and easily took out the competition, being 
one of only three teams who got to the 100-point mark.

Thomas Lambert scored an amazing 45 points and played a really 
fantastic round of golf. Mr Shepherdson was particularly impressed 
with Thomas’ ball striking. Mitchell Handford scored 41 points 
(which was a 3 over off the stick round of golf – impressive stuff from 
Mitchell). Finleigh scored 28 points in an excellent effort considering 
the handicap he had been given originally.

I am extremely proud of these boys and am really happy for them 
that they did so well. It is the best effort St Martins has ever achieved 
at this event by some margin. Well done gentlemen and thank you 
very much to Mr Shepherdson for very kindly making the trip.

Duncan Savage | SMLCGolf Coordinator

SSSSA/GOLFSA STABLEFORD TEAMS CHAMPIONSHIP

Students walk to raise funds for veterans and their 
families

On Wednesday March 
31, St Martins will get 
behind “Soldier On” and 
help support our modern-
day veterans and their 
families who have been impacted by their service.

This is a fundraising campaign that pays tribute to the 
bravery and sacrifices made by our WW2 soldiers on 
the Kokoda Track in Papua New Guinea.

Each of the College’s Year 10 Humanities Classes 
will be walking a symbolic 96 km - the length of the 
Kokoda Track - in just one day!

Students will be walking laps of the oval and adding 
their distance to the cumulative total. The goal is 
96km per class (or 288 km combined).

We are asking our community to donate to Soldier 
On through our College’s fundraising page. The 
money raised will allow Soldier On to provide more 
services to more veterans and their families.

To donate to the cause please CLICK HERE and 
support the students.

KOKODA TRACK CHALLENGE
Classes decorate the College with orange 
bows to celebrate Harmony Day

Students have been celebrating Harmony 
Day at the College. Classes took time to 
learn about and reflect on inclusiveness, 
respect and belonging for all Australians.

On Friday afternoon, Miss Bailey’s and 
Mrs Wilson’s Year 3 classes spent time 
decorating the College driveways with 
orange bows.

HARMONY DAY

https://fundraise.soldieron.org.au/fundraisers/andyahrens/school-challenge
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Year 3 - 5 Term 1 T-Ball

School T-Ball for Year 3-5 students will finish this Friday March 26. Our two teams playing this term have 
been super – playing in great spirits and trying their best. I hope you have all had lots of fun. Thank 
you very much to Mrs Teakle and Mr Minuzzo for helping so much throughout the term.

Year 3 - 5 Term 2 Netball and Football

Keep a look out for notes soon about Year 3-5 school football and netball competitions. Both of 
these competitions will run in Term 2. Both are open to girls and boys from Years 3, 4 and 5.

Junior School Athletics Carnival

The Junior School Sports Day was terrific. Thanks very much to all the teachers for their enthusiasm 
and efforts on the day. Thanks very much to all the generous people who helped me out on the day 
and before. Well done to all the students for trying their best and enjoying the successes of others – 
this is always great to watch.

SAPSASA Swimming State Carnival

Good luck to Jarrod Carey (Year 7) and Lucy Dening (Year 6) who will be swimming at the SAPSASA 
state swimming championships in Adelaide this Friday March 26. These two swam well enough at 
our local championships to win their way on to the LSE SAPSASA swim team. All the best to these two 
for Friday!

SAPSASA Softball

Good luck to Jarrod Carey, Jobe Harten and Orlando Vause who will be competing in the Boys 
SAPSASA Softball competition. We would also like to give our best wishes to Ivy Wilson, Chelsea 
Fulham, Amelia Ireland, Amalia Hunter and Mrs Wilson (Coach) for the Girls SAPSASA Softball 
Competition, to be held in Adelaide.

LSE SAPSASA Athletics Carnival

Well done to the 63 Year 3 to 7 students who participated in the LSE SAPSASA Athletics carnival, held 
at Mount Gambier High School on Tuesday March 23. Thank you to Mr Spencer, Mrs Croser and Mrs 
Wilson for helping our team and district on the day. Well done to the talented students who have 
won their way to Adelaide for the state championships later this year by winning an event on the 
day.

Duncan Savage | Junior School Sports Coordinator

JUNIOR SCHOOL SPORTS NEWS
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Bon Appetit

One of the food electives this semester is Year 9/10 
Bon Appetit’ - in which the students are learning 
about and cooking food from different European 
Countries. Last week students learnt to cook 
“Poffertjes” a traditional dutch pancake served 
with icing sugar and vanilla icecream.

Spice up your cooking

In our Elective Spice up your cooking we made 
Teriyaki chicken Sushi. This was a new experience 
for many students.

Jeanie Axton | Teacher

YEAR 9/10 ELECTIVES
Black forest cherry cake

Year 10 student, Ethan Judd recently had the 
opportunity during German class to make a 
Schwarzwälderkirschtorte. 

This delicious German specialty comes from 
the Black Forest region and combines the 
flavours of chocolate, cherries, cream and 
Kirsch – a cherry liqueur. 

Ethan worked through the process of 
assembling a 4-layer cake, and the end 
results were amazing! 

It not only looked good, but feedback 
from the taste testers confirm that it tasted 
fantastic as well.

Heather Frost | Teacher

GERMAN

You’re invited to a night of pizza and present wrapping

PARENTS AND FRIENDS
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Latest notices and community events

Please click here to access the Community Noticeboard 
for posters and Information of upcoming events and 
activities within the College, and the wider community.

NOTICE BOARD
Keep updated with the upcoming College events

Please click here to access the College Term 
Planner for all important dates and upcoming 
events.

TERM PLANNER

Students enjoy a 3-day action packed camp at Halls Gap

In Week 6, 74 Year 9 students along with 9 staff, attended camp at Halls Gap in the Grampians 
(Gariwerd) in Victoria.

On the way to the campsite, the cohort stopped in Hamilton and enjoyed a break at the Adventure 
playground. Upon arrival at the camp grounds, the students got settled in and heard from the 
Tandara Camp managers.

Over the course of the camp, the students assembled in their core classes and took part in 4 main 
activities. A hike up to Boronia Peak, situated just behind the Tandara campsite, which took between 
2.5 to 4 hours for the round trip. It was difficult, but the view at the top was rewarding.

Another activity for the students included a visit to Lake Bellfield, where Kayaks, Canoes and Stand-
up Paddleboards awaited. Many students were dubious about their abilities to stand up on the 
paddleboards, but most gave it a try and were pleasantly surprised at their skills.

At the back of the campsite, high-rope activities were set up, including the ‘Kookaburra’ and ‘Leap 
of Faith’. Students enjoyed working together to hoist up their fellow classmates and teachers in the 
Kookaburra. The leap of faith was quite daunting for others, but many overcame their fear to climb 
to the top and take the leap.

The final activity was a little more relaxed, as students took advantage of the mini golf course at Halls 
Gap to enjoy connecting with fellow classmates. Some were more competitive than others, but a 
good time was had by all students.

On the Thursday morning, students arose from their beds before sunrise. A ‘Calling’ ceremony was 
then held to signify the beginning of the “Rite Journey” that students will be undertaking this year.  
Students were given a keyring which will be added to as they meet and achieve challenges through 
the year.

Thanks to Mrs Van der Berg who ensured the camp ran smoothly, Miss Cawthorne who made a 
special effort to attend the Rite Journey ceremony, Mrs Kyle, Miss Lennon, Mrs Tarca, Mrs Lewis, Mr 
Metzger, Mr Bradley, Mr Shepherson and Mr Buckland, along with the Year 9 students who made 
being on this camp such a pleasant experience.

Jason Buckland | Teacher

YEAR 9 CAMP

http://stmartins.sa.edu.au/news-events/community-notice-board/
http://calendar.google.com/calendar/r?cid=c3RtYXJ0aW5zLnNhLmVkdS5hdV84aXRkM3NudmViaW42NmtqcWM1dTAwamlza0Bncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t

