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MESSAGE FROM THE 
HEAD OF MIDDLE SCHOOL

You like me have probably heard people saying things like, “I’ll be so glad 
when 2020 is done,” or “2020 is the worst year ever.” I’ve said things like 
that myself at different times.

While it has been a difficult year full of challenges, I’ve picked up with 
myself how often the problem has actually been my mindset. At different 

times I’ve got into the pattern of focusing on how bad everything about this 
year is, and sure enough if that’s what I’m focused on, I find it.

There have been bad things that have happened this year, but bad things happen every year.  
While not wanting to trivialise the impact of the pandemic, there are challenges, and often very 
big challenges every year. That’s part of life. If we only have good years, good months, good days 
when everything goes how we want, then we’re going to have a disappointing life.

The flip side is there have still been so many great things this year. At home, I think of extra time spent 
with my family, less busyness at different parts of the year, and a reminder of the things that matter. 
At school I was still privileged to enjoy the Year 6 musical, was so proud of the spirit of our Middle/
Senior students at the House Performing Arts competition, and have still been privileged to see the 
continued development of our students.

Funnily enough, if I go to school each day focused on positives, then I seem to find them.  If I 
remember that God puts challenges in front of me to test me and build my strength, I approach 
challenges with a different attitude.

Philippians 4:8 says, “Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—
think about such things.”

This is very much the attitude we need to take to the end of the year, into 2021 and moving forward.

Damian Bradley | Head of Middle School

THE SPIRIT

Junior School End of Year Services and Award Presentations

A reminder to parents that the Junior School End of Year Service and Award Presentations will 
be held on Wednesday 9 December at 9:30am (Foundation - Year 2) and 12:00pm (Year 3 - 6). 
Unfortunately due to COVID-19 we are unable to have parents in attendance and invite you to join 
the live stream on the day. An email with the live stream link will be sent out in the following days.

IMPORTANT REMINDERS
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UPCOMING DATES
Monday 7 December
• Junior School Colour Run

Tuesday 8 December
• House Day
• Junior School Class Rollover 

Wednesday 9 December
• Last Day of Term 4
• Junior School Service and Awards 

Presentations 9:30am (F - 2) and 12 
noon (3 - 6)

• Year 12 Valedictory Dinner

Thursday 10 December
• Student Free Day

Friday 11 December
• Student Free Day
• SMOSHC Early Closure

* EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AS A 
RESULT OF COVID-19 *

Junior Choir and Festival Choir sing to Boandik Lodge 
residents and St Martins Kindergarten

On Tuesday the Festival choir and Junior choir joined 
forces to spread some Christmas cheer in the community. 
Students started by serenading the St Martin’s Kindy kids 
through the playground fence while they ate their lunch, 
then moved onto Boandik Lodge, Crouch Street. 

The St Martins’ choirs have a standing Christmas tradition 
of singing carols with the residents of Boandik Crouch 
Street. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, this had to be 
adapted - setting up outside their recreation room and 
singing to them through the windows. While it was a 
different experience this year, it was perhaps even more 
special as the students hadn’t been able to visit with the 
residents for most of the year. The event was thoroughly 
enjoyed by both Choristers and their audiences.

Georgina Farrugia and Jeannie Gryn | Teachers

CHRISTMAS CAROLING

Junior School students perform Christmas carols in biennial concert 

On Thursday afternoon, the College’s Junior School classes put together a very special Christmas Concert! 

Originally planned to be a big College community event, this year’s concert was sadly a closed event and 
filmed for families. This did not deter the enthusiasm of the students, as they had a fun and entertaining 
afternoon performing all their favourite seasonal songs!

Junior School families should have had their class performances sent to them this week.

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
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COLLEGE CAPTAINS

Senior School   Junior School
Harison Langlands  Liam Monaghan
Rachael Bird   Sophie Meier

HOUSE CAPTAINS

Yeates    Livingston 
Sheridan Sakkers  Kristy Sneath
Ashton Druwitt   Leonardo Tralongo

Whitty    Tremelling
Sophie McDonald  Neave Delaney
Jake Whitty   Finleigh Altschwager

2021 COLLEGE CAPTAINS

Emily Lynch achieves gold at the SA All Schools 
Games

Emily Lynch represented St Martins Lutheran College 
at the SA All Schools Games on the weekend in 
Adelaide. 

Emily competed in the 3km walk for the first time 
and came away with the gold medal in the U14 
Girls. Emily had a great walk, with a time of 17:18.32 
which was a national qualifying time. 

SA All Schools Games is run by Athletics SA and 
held every year at the SA Athletics Stadium in 
Adelaide. The SA All Schools Games is the premier 
athletics carnival for students aged 12 and older 
and provides a great opportunity to run, jump and 
throw in an exciting and competitive environment. 
SA All Schools Games gives athletes a chance to 
represent the state! Athletes who achieve a first, 
second or third placing in their selected event/s 
at SA All Schools will qualify for the opportunity to 
represent Team SA at the upcoming 2021 National 
Track and Field Championships.

Congratulations Emily on your fantastic result!

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
Families are invited to drop off clean milk 
bottles for recycling

Ecoplas Australia is a new business in Mount 
Gambier that aims to reduce our impact 
on the environment, by creating a circular 
economy through the recycling of plastic 
waste.  The business currently focus on 
collecting empty milk bottles, and other 
clean HDPE plastic containers labeled with 
a 2.

The plastic is processed locally and converted 
into products for the local community, like 
picnic tables and park benches.  Later on, 
the business plans to produce fence droppers 
and garden stakes as well.  

Ecoplas has placed 2 light green wheelie 
bins at St Martins Lutheran College front 
office, to allow the school to participate in 
the initiative, by dropping off clean and dry 
milk bottles.  Ecoplas has also offered to host 
educational visits for the students to observe 
how the milk bottles gets recycled.

MILK BOTTLE 
COLLECTION

The Grinch thought... Maybe 
Christmas....doesn’t come from a 
store. Maybe Christmas perhaps 

means a little bit more! - Dr. Seuss 

Merry Christmas from the College 
Library staff!

LIBRARY NEWS
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Student achievements recognised at end of year service and awards presentation

Last Thursday morning, the College celebrated the amazing effort of our Year 7, 8 and 9 students at the 
2020 Middle School Service and Awards Presentation.

Head of Middle School, Mr Damian Bradley compered the event, that was also live streamed to families. 
The service featured our Year 9 SRC members and Middle School musical performances.

The College also farewelled some key Middle School staff at the Service. We wished Mr Peter Duffett, Ms 
Ashley Whan, Mr Alex Fiegert and Ms Roxanne Thomson all the best as they continue their life journey away 
from St Martins in 2021.

Well done to all those students who were recognised for their hard work and achievements this year!

MIDDLE SCHOOL SERVICE AND AWARDS

Landscape photography unit sees students travel around the limestone coast

On November 18, the College’s Year 9/10 Photography students participated in an excursion to a number 
of local landmarks as part of their study of landscape photography. The trip began with a stop at the 
Blue Lake and nearby mini forest, where the students took a range of pictures of Mount Gambier’s most 
famous landmark. From here they ventured to the Little Blue Lake, where the students were able to take 
photos down lower in a sink hole and also of Mount Shank and the surrounding farmlands. Our next stop 
was an old abandoned cottage on the way along the Wind Farm Scenic Drive. It was along this scenic 
drive that the students were able to see, as well as capture, the immense size behind the windmills, though 
this proved to be some challenge. Stopping for lunch at Beachport, there were many photos captured 
of the boats, the jetty and more. The last part of our journey was along the Bowman Scenic Drive, where 
we stopped at every look out and the students ventured their way along the beach and rock formations, 
taking a range of images of the rocks, cliff faces, sand, shells, crabs and more.

It was great to see the students enjoy being out and about taking photographs; after all, that’s what 
photography is all about.

Rebekah McDonald | Teacher

PHOTOGRAPHY EXCURSION
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Year 10 Geography students travel to Beachport  

The Year 10 Geography class recently had the 
opportunity to learn about coastal management 
issues from Wattle Range Council Director of 
Engineering, Peter Halton. A day was spent exploring 
parts of the coast around Beachport, and learning 
details of managing the boat ramp-foreshore area, 
and the Salmon Hole. This field trip proved invaluable 
for students to develop a better understanding of 
how to manage long-shore drift and erosion in coastal 
environments. We thanks Peter for his time with us.

Romana Quintel | Teacher

GEOGRAPHY EXCURSION

St Martins students perform well in 
Australian Geography Competition

Earlier this year the Year 8 cohort sat 
the Australian Geography Competition. 
Over 26,000 students compete annually, 
with participation high this year despite 
complications caused by COVID-19. 
St Martins students did very well, with 
the following being recognised for their 
efforts.

High Distinction – Remy Duckworth
Distinction – Samuel Halleday
Distinction – William Wachtel
Credit – Josiah Barnett
Credit – Piper Chant
Credit – Charlie Jenkin
Credit - Koby Lucente

Romana Quintel | Teacher

GEOGRAPHY
COMPETITION

Year 8 German obstboden making competition

The Year 8 German classes have been investigating German desserts 
and had a competition to see who could make the best Obstboden 
(fruit tart). Obstboden is a traditional German dessert favourite consisting 
of a cake base, cream filling and decorative fruit topping covered 
with a clear glaze. Students worked in pairs to design their fruit topping 
then used a range of fresh fruits to decorate their base. The results were 
amazing and showed real creativity. The best part however, was eating 
the tarts after the judging was completed. Some pairs put away a whole 
tart between the 2 of them! Can’t beat good German food!

Year 7 German dancing

Year 7 German students explored German culture this week. They viewed 
videos about traditional German festivals and learnt a German clap 
dance. Everyone had fun mastering the clappy moves and eventually 
managed to keep in time to the music. There were lots of laughs and 
it was also great exercise. Students really liked the way the clapping 
made a rhythm to accompany the music. Next time they might try the 
slap dancing technique, which makes it look like you are slapping your 
partner when you are really making the noise on your own thigh. This 
requires a level of skill we are still working towards. Maybe next year!

Heather Frost | Teacher

GERMAN
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Latest Notices and Community Events

Please click here to access the Community Noticeboard 
for posters and Information of upcoming events and 
activities within the College, and the wider community.

NOTICE BOARD
Keep Updated with the Upcoming College Events

Please click here to access the College Term 
Planner for all important dates and upcoming 
events.

TERM PLANNER

Secondary Flex are currently seeking 
donations of unwanted Lego

Are you having a pre-Christmas clean-up?  
Do you have any unwanted Lego lying 
around the house? 

The Secondary Flex Learning team would 
really appreciate any Lego donations for 
use within their learning space. 

Please drop any Lego donations to the St 
Martins Lutheran College front office.

Thank you in advance.

Sally Duffett | Parents and Friends

LEGO DONATIONS

The 2021 SMOSHC Fees are now available

Dear SMOSHC Families, 

Please be advised that beginning January 1, 2021 there will be a fee increase. Please click here to 
access the 2021 Price List. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact SMOSHC via email at oshc@stmartins.sa.edu.au or text message 
at 0418 815 101 for any clarification. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Jasmin and Alison | SMOSHC Directors

SMOSHC 2021 FEES

Recently, a group of College 
Students have been involved in 
supporting a terrific local initiative.

Jenna Agnew, Elizabeth Barnett 
and Portia Scanlon from Year 5, 
along with Year 9 students Kaelan 
Mee and Ryan Searcy worked on 
two panels of “the Community 
Quilt”.

The quilt was the initiative of 
members of the Mt Gambier 
Police Station. The idea behind the 
Coming Together quilt was for all 
community members to contribute 
to a significant artwork, symbolising 
the cohesiveness of people. The 
quilt incorporates all communities 
within Mount Gambier inclusive 
of all ages, genders, cultures and 
abilities to form a beautifully bright 
and unique centre piece to be 
displayed in the Mount Gambier 
Police Station.

COMMUNITY QUILT
Students contribute to coming together community quilt

http://stmartins.sa.edu.au/news-events/community-notice-board/
http://calendar.google.com/calendar/r?cid=c3RtYXJ0aW5zLnNhLmVkdS5hdV84aXRkM3NudmViaW42NmtqcWM1dTAwamlza0Bncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ActfHeimVLlPeVRfDUl0209yYV0uM-4i/view
http://oshc@stmartins.sa.edu.au

