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A MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF 
JUNIOR SCHOOL

     Thinking about thinking

I think that the action of thinking is taken for granted. We do underestimate how 
much we need to encourage the students that we teach to think things through, 

to think of the options and to ask the questions that enable them to dig deeper. 
Last week I noticed a Foundation boy looking up at the ceiling during writing time 

and as I approached him, he asked, “How do you spell technology?” Clearly, he was 
thinking. I also had a little chap climb under my table and announce that he was taking 

some thinking time before answering my question and obviously needed to be away from distractions. My 
youngest daughter, when she was young, would look down and put her pointer finger to the bridge of her 
nose when she was thinking. We thought it was unusual until we realised she was just copying her great Nan 
who would always do that when she was trying to remember something.

Encouraging thinking is actually a conscious task when teaching. It does seem easier at times just to give 
an answer, or give all the clues or just do it for them. But that is not helpful, because we know that we have 
been effective with our teaching when the students can apply what they have learnt to new situations or 
tasks. This requires them to think. This requires them to ask, ‘what do I already know that will help me out 
here?’ One of my mantras has always been ‘There is a solution to every problem, you just have to find 
it.’ Nobody said thinking was easy but it is very important and since we are all actually teachers, to the 
children/students that are in our care, I encourage you also to promote thinking. Just take that moment to 
rephrase your words and turn statements into questions.

Robyn Teakle | Junior School

THE SPIRIT

Students undertake tourism activities to investigate sustainability

This week, the College’s Stage 2 Tourism students travelled 
to Robe to gather primary information for their assignment 
regarding the sustainability of tourism in Robe. While in the sea-
side town, students participated in a mountain biking tour, visited 
the Robe Brewery, walked through the main street and looked 
around the tourist information centre. While the mountain biking 
tour was certainly intense, the weather was beautiful and the 
coastal views were incredible. In addition to gathering vital 
information, students thoroughly enjoyed their trip.

Connie Ferraro |  SACE Coordinator (Acting)

STAGE 2 TOURISM EXCURSION
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UPCOMING DATES
Saturday 29 August
• Senior Formal

Monday 31 August
• Music Mania Week Commences
• Outdoor Education Camp

Tuesday 1 September
• ICAS Maths Exam

Wednesday 2 September
• ICAS Spelling Exam

Thursday 3 September
• Parents and Friends Fathers Day Stall
• State Golf Finals
• Outdoor Education Camp

Friday 4 September
• Music is Fun

Sunday 6 September
• Father’s Day

Monday 7 September
• Kindy Buddies
• Netball and Football State Carnivals

Year 6 students attend Youth Environment Leaders Program

On the 17th of August we went to Naracoorte for a day 
trip. (Was a camp)

We looked at specks; water, dirt and air, food chains and 
embracing nature for what it is. We met many people from 
other parts of the Limestone Coast. We went on several 
bushwalks, played fun and different games, met friendly 
kangaroos, followed a diary, some of us got (temporarily) 
lost, we climbed trees, and found a walking stick and a 
glass bottle. At the end we got our “K” keys to unlock 
chests. At the expo we will get our last 3 keys;  E, Y and S.

Elmer, Zoya and Isobel | Year 6 Students

YELP EARTH KEEPER DAY

Niel van Niekerk places second in the state for cycling

Recently, Niel van Niekerk traveled to Murray Bridge to 
compete in the South Australian Cycling Championships.

Niel was awarded second place in the 38.4km Road 
Championship and second place in the 8km Time Trial 
Championship.

Congratulations to Niel on two big days of racing and some 
fantastic results.

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
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Students attend final retreat in preparation for their exams and last 
weeks of school

Friday of week five was a Staff Development Day at St Martins. While 
most students enjoyed the break, our Year 12 cohort were invited to 
attend a retreat-style day, designed to help them re-group and re-
set as they enter the final weeks of their time at the College.

Students participated in some team building and wellbeing 
activities. These activities included re-visiting the PERMA framework 
of mental wellness, giving compliments to each other and writing 
gratitude letters, and more. 

The highlight of the day was a stress and mindfulness session run by 
special guest - Joanna Hodges from the The Nourish Nook.

Students enjoyed her insights into how to manage stress and the 
practical strategies she shared. 

All the best to our Seniors as they prepare for a busy few months!

Connie Ferraro | Teacher

YEAR 12 RETREAT

Year 12 student hosts sausage sizzle to raise funds for 
Kidney Health Australia

In Week 4, Year 12 Student Monique Brown, held a 
sausage sizzle at the College to raise much needed 
funds for Kidney Health Australia. The smell of the 
BBQ wafted through the Middle and Senior School as 
hungry students lined up to support the worthy cause. 

Monique had been studying organ donation in an 
open access health lesson when she decided to host 
the fundraiser.

Congratulations Monique on a successful event!

BBQ FUNDRAISER

Students given the chance to perform “Viva la 
Vida” via video link

While 2020 hasn’t presented many 
opportunities for the College’s Senior Choir to 
perform publicly, they’re still rehearsing and 
sounding amazing!

Click here to view their rendition of Coldplay’s 
“Viva la Vida” - with the support of Jodi Swiggs 
of Phoenix Music Studios.

SENIOR CHOIR 
PERFORMANCE

https://vimeo.com/446994755
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Student bands perform a socially distanced concert in the College carpark

Music performances, like every other group activity this year have been affected greatly by the COVID 
outbreak. Bands, like sports teams, need to have regular opportunities to perform, but with the pandemic 
restrictions where could we do this? After some thought Georgina and I came up with idea of a carpark 
concert! This way the parents could come and watch from a safe distance. Brilliant we thought, what 
could go wrong...! Well the day of the concert was really 
wet and windy, but in true St Martins style we decided to go 
ahead. What transpired was a truly magical performance 
by our concert band.

Our repertoire consisted of the following pieces:

• “Tango for Jam Jam” - a Latin inspired piece with a    
 fantastic saxophone solo by Annabelle Mossford    
 MacGregor
• “Louie Louie”
• “Can’t Help Falling in Love” with a trumpet feature    
 played by Christopher Mossford MacGregor
• “Funky Town”
• “Hogan’s Heroes”
• The James Bond Theme
• “Ain’t No Mountain High Enough”

Congratulations to all our wonderful, hardworking concert 
band members!

Stephen Walther | Instrumental Music Coordinator

CONCERT ON THE GREEN

Scholarship applications are now open for Limestone Coast students

The Stand Like Stone scholarships are now open. Students across the Limestone Coast are encouraged to 
apply for an arts, trades, music, nursing or viticulture scholarship. To apply please see the links below or visit  
www.standlikestone.com.au for more information.

Please Click Here to access the Scholarship Nomination Form and Click Here to view the Educational 
Scholarship Guidelines.

STAND LIKE STONE SCHOLARSHIP

2021 ACADEMIC CALENDAR
The St Martins Lutheran College 2021 academic calendar is now available

Please Click Here to access the 2021 Academic Calendar, or view it on the St Martins Lutheran College 
Website, under “News and Events”.

http://www.standlikestone.com.au
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SwwsseqnjkNTAgLUMYYBrEdCdofp_4k3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pkbfmdNla8brK-Mkj9V6UGj6Jjnv7wci/view?usp=sharing
https://stmartins.sa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/SMLC-Academic-Calendar-v2-2021.pdf
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Students in Years 4 to 12 will undertake the survey in the coming weeks

Over the next few weeks, students in Years 4 to 12 will be part of the Wellbeing and Engagement Collection.

Young people’s sense of wellbeing is an important part of how they learn at school. The purpose of 
the survey is to seek students’ views about their wellbeing and their engagement with school.  Students 
in year levels 4 to 12 across the State will be invited to participate in the Wellbeing and Engagement 
Collection. The information collected will help the education system and broader community to support 
young people’s health and wellbeing.

The survey asks students about their social and emotional wellbeing; school relationships and engagement 
and learning in school; and physical health and wellbeing and after school activities. Students’ answers 
will be kept confidential – no one (including school staff) will use the results to identify individual students. 

Further information on the Wellbeing and Engagement Collection can be found at www.education.
sa.gov.au (search:wec).

Julie Connah | Director of School Performance and Staff Development

WELLBEING AND ENGAGEMENT SURVEY

Dr Mara Zeissig secures place at the Cancer 
Centre

A special congratulations to St Martins Old 
Scholar, Mara Zeissig. She has recently secured a 
position as Dr Mara Zeissig at the Peter McCallum 
Cancer Centre in Melbourne!

Mara graduated from the College in 2012. Her 
studies have taken her around the world, including 
spending time in Germany. She completed her 
PhD at the SAMRHI Institute in Adelaide, through 
Uni SA.

Congratulations to Mara! We look forward to 
hearing more about your career in the future.

If you have any news about an Old Scholar, 
please send it to news@stmartins.sa.edu.au

OLD SCHOLARS NEWS

St Martins Lutheran College is on QKR!

At the beginning of Term 3 St Martins 
introduced QKR! 

QKR! is a safe and secure payments app 
designed by Mastercard for Australian 
Schools.

Parents are now able to place canteen 
lunch orders, make SMOSHC bookings, 
pay for camps and excursions and support 
Parents and Friends fundraisers directly from 
their smartphone.

Please contact marketing@stmartins.sa.edu.
au if you need any assistance or have any 
concerns with the app.

QKR! APP

http://www.education.sa.gov.au
http://www.education.sa.gov.au
http://news@stmartins.sa.edu.au
http://marketing@stmartins.sa.edu.au
http://marketing@stmartins.sa.edu.au
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College initiative aims to support family businesses

In the current global climate, it’s so important that 
we take care of each other. As our 2020 College 
motto says, we are “Stronger Together”. At St 
Martins, we recognise that our community is made 
up of many hard working families.

The College has launched an initiative, called ‘St Martins College Connection’. This is a directory of local, 
family-owned businesses that are connected to the school community. The directory is easily accessed on 
the College website.

The College community is encouraged to support these local family businesses and ensure that we continue 
to stand Stronger Together.

Families of the College that own a business are welcome to complete this online form and provide details 
about their business.

Please support those who support St Martins Lutheran College.

COLLEGE CONNECTION

St. Martin’s Lutheran Church participating in 2020 appeal 

Operation Christmas Child (OCC) is a project of Samaritan’s Purse. 
It partners with local churches in developing nations to reach out to 
children by providing gift-filled shoe boxes and bringing the Good News 
of Jesus Christ.

Shoe boxes are available to collect from the Church Office. You may 
then select a boy or girl and begin packing your shoe box with gifts to 
donate. For more information please click here. Shoe boxes must be 
returned to the Church Office by Sunday 20 September 2020.

Rosie Little | St. Martin’s Lutheran Church

SHOE BOX CHRISTMAS APPEAL

Father’s Day Stall 
On Thursday 3 September (Week 7), the P&F will run the Father’s Day Stall for Junior School students to 
choose a gift for Dad/Grandpa/Granddad. To minimise COVID risks, we’ll offer $5, $10 and $15 packs. 

Scroll Queen Fundraiser
Scroll Queen is partnering with the P&F to offer a 
minimum of 4 scrolls at $5 each, delivered to the 
College on a Tuesday. So that they can keep up 
with orders, you’ll receive an email when your 
child’s homegroup or year level are participating 
with more details. This will run into next term.

Sally Duffett | P&F Secretary

PARENTS AND FRIENDS

https://stmartins.sa.edu.au/our-community/college-connection/
https://forms.gle/FCHjsdTF9haJCjya6
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T6KG0Lr0h9QqZFDp43lD1jflm1vs5UE1/view?usp=sharing
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Latest Notices and Community Events

Please click here to access the Community Noticeboard for 
posters and  Information of upcoming events and activities 
within the College, and the wider community.

COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD

Keep Updated with the Upcoming College Events

Please click here to access the College Term Planner for all 
important dates and upcoming events.

COLLEGE TERM PLANNER

Straight leg track pants now on sale ahead of new style cuffed pants

St Martins’ Uniform Shop will now be stocking cuffed track pants.

Old style track pants (straight leg) may be worn until the end of 2021. 
Sale open for all – students, family members & friends. Great comfort for 
cold winter days; use for camping or gardening.

Order online or shop in store.
ONLY $12 EACH!

Michele van Niekerk | Uniform Shop Coordinator

UNIFORM SHOP SALE

Year 10s support Meals on Wheels throughout the term

Throughout Term 3, the College’s Year 10 students have offered 
their time to local community group, Meals on Wheels. Each 
student spends a day at Meals on Wheels. They help with food 
preparation and then go on deliveries.

Lisa Fewins, Regional branch support officer from Meals On Wheels 
Mount Gambier says, “St Martins has had an active presence within 
Meals On Wheels Mount Gambier for the last 13 years. It is always 
good to see the students getting involved within the community 
and helping out in the kitchen and on deliveries. The volunteers 
within our  Mount Gambier site enjoy talking and working with 
them. They always look forward to passing on their community 
knowledge and experiences with cooking and delivering meals. 
Thank you for the College’s support! We always look forward to 
the students assisting every year.”

COLLEGE STUDENTS HELP COMMUNITY

http://stmartins.sa.edu.au/news-events/community-notice-board/
http://calendar.google.com/calendar/r?cid=c3RtYXJ0aW5zLnNhLmVkdS5hdV84aXRkM3NudmViaW42NmtqcWM1dTAwamlza0Bncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t

