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A MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF TEACHING 
AND LEARNING

Welcome to Term 3! Each term in our devotions, we are taking a different angle 
on the year’s theme of “Stronger Together”. The focus this term is on being 
“Stronger Together Through Prayer”. Romans 8: 26-27 says: In the same way, 
the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, 
but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans.  And he who 

searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for 
God’s people in accordance with the will of God.

This is a thought-provoking passage, with an interesting message. As we go about our 
daily lives, we sometimes lose focus on our spiritual life and spend little time considering God’s ongoing 
work. During such times, the Holy Spirit’s presence with us makes all the difference. He continually helps us 
in and through our weaknesses. He steps in and He helps us with the burdens we are carrying.

In these unique times, we find our everyday values threatened. For some, it is easy to see a need to pray, as 
we remember our loved ones and wait for a cure to the virus. However, for many it is difficult. During these 
times God ensures that all of us who need help with how to pray, will receive it. This includes the health care 
workers, who risk their lives to care for others every day, police officers, as they interact with people who are 
scared and confused, and the researchers who are working hard to find a cure.

We thank God for seeing our needs, hearing our prayers and supporting us during these challenging times.

Jason Plunkett | Head of Teaching and Learning

THE SPIRIT

Classes fill with students as the stage 2 building is ready for Term 3

The start of a new term has also seen students moving into the 
latest development at the College!

The new two-storey Food, Hospitality and Art Centre features 2 
dedicated art classrooms, a general learning classroom, student 
breakout space and an art store room on the first floor.

The ground level consists of a fully equipped commercial kitchen, 
walk in pantry, cool room and a food technology classroom with 
12 student kitchens!

FOOD, HOSPITALITY AND 
ART CENTRE
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UPCOMING DATES
Tuesday 4 Aug
• Stage 2 Tourism Excursion
• Open Boys Football

Wednesday 5 Aug
• Year 6 YELP Naracoorte Excursion
• Open Girls Football

Thursday 6 Aug
• Choir Showcase - Wehl Street Theatre

Friday 7 Aug
• District Basketball Day

Saturday 8 Aug
• Scholarship Test

Monday 10 Aug
• Hot Shots Tennis
• Year 8/9 Girls Netball
• Open Girls Netball
• Scholarship Test

Tuesday 11 Aug
• Year 12 uniTEST

Wednesday 12 Aug
• SACE Information Night

Olympic Gold Medallist puts students’ cycling skills to the test.

The Limestone Coast Regional Sporting Academy (LCRSA) 
has partnered with the South Australian Sports Institute (SASI) 
Cycling Program to provide identified athletes in the LCRSA 
catchment area the opportunity to learn specific skills in the 
sport of Cycling!

St Martins Lutheran College recently welcomed SASI Head 
Cycling Coach and Olympic Gold Medallist Brett Aitken OAM, 
with Mark Chadwick (Cycling SA) and Tony Elletson (LCRSA).

The team put 14 keen College Students to the test on various 
cycling skills. Each student had 30 minutes on the bike to warm 
up for multiple tests, including 6 seconds of maximal power 
output and a 2 minute Anaerobic effort.

Brett Shepherdson | Middle/Senior Sport Coordinator

LIMESTONE COAST REGIONAL 
SPORTING ACADEMY

Senior Students compete in first sporting tournament since 
COVID-19

Recently, the open boys and girls competed in the inter-
school Basketball tournament against Grant High School.

The girls fought hard to carry a lead in the first half, but ran 
away with the game in the second half to win 33 – 21. Best 
player and highest goal scorer on the day was EJ. Leehane. 
Other scorers included S. Sakkers, T. Human, M. Hill, M. de 
Breuk, E. Botha and R. Bird.

The boys played a close game, but Grant pulled away in 
the final 8 minutes to win 41 - 27. A great team game, F. 
Kakule and C. Radford worked hard defensively to turn 
over the ball and create some fast breaks. While B. Paul 
and J. Whitty were standouts in offense.

Georgia Irvine and Alex Fiegert | Team Coaches

INTERSCHOOL BASKETBALL
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As St Martins Lutheran College continues to grow, we believe it is useful to provide existing families with 
an understanding of where we currently sit with availability of student places at St Martins for 2021 and 
beyond.

As many would be aware, the school aims to have two classes of 26 in each year level (25 in Foundation) 
through the Junior School (Foundation to Year 6), and three classes of 26 in each year level through the 
Middle and Senior School (Year 7 to 12).

The College is committed to ensuring we maintain our smaller school feel and family friendly culture.  If the 
College reaches its capacity as planned, it would mean that there are just over 800 students across the 
school in total. We currently have over 740 students.

At an increasing number of Year levels across the College, we are reaching capacity and therefore forced 
to put prospective new students on a waiting list.  This is already the case in a number of year levels.

We are aware that our current families are often the first port-of-call for prospective new families.  Often, 
when considering coming to St Martins, a family member or work colleague may ask you about the school.  
We certainly don’t want the message from the school or you to be, “We’re all full up.  The doors are shut.”  
The message we want to share with people is, if you are interested in attending St Martins, we would 
strongly recommend that families get their enrolment forms in as soon as possible.

With our enrolments for Year 8 in 2021, we are already unfortunately in a situation where we have over 
twenty families who we have had to put on a waiting list as we have reached capacity.

We endeavour to make siblings a priority when enrolling new students.  We encourage all families who 
have siblings of current students, who they intend to bring to St Martins in the future, to have them enrolled 
for the desired entry year as early as possible. If we are unaware that you intend to enrol them at the 
College, it will make it very difficult to keep a place open for them.

We greatly appreciate the continued support of all of our families in the ongoing development of St 
Martins.

Alan Connah | Principal

AVAILABILITY OF STUDENT PLACES AT ST 
MARTINS IN 2021 AND BEYOND

SMOSHC VACATION CARE
Students in the SMOSHC School Holiday program enjoy an 
extensive range of activities

Through the Term 2 school holidays, the children at 
SMOSHC were excited to participate in a full program 
of activities. Favourites included, slime and playdough 
making, tie-dying socks, sewing softies and hair accessories 
and spending time up at Nature Play and the Gaga pit.

We can’t wait to see what Term 3 will bring as we welcome 
our families back to school!

Jasmin Berry and Alison Tschirn | SMOSHC
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Please confirm your attendance for the upcoming SACE Information Night 

Course counselling will take place during this term. This is an important process that ensures the subjects we 
offer next year best match the interests and needs of our students. It also assists us with our staff planning.

More importantly, as students move into the SACE, families are eager to ensure that students select the 
best subjects to support them with their future plans. The SACE can be confusing, so we are holding a SACE 
information night to assist parents in understanding the SACE, its opportunities and expectations.

This year, we are holding our SACE information night at the College on Wednesday 12 August at 7:00pm. 
We are looking forward to seeing as many families as possible from Years 10 and 11 at the evening. 

Due to COVID-19 Restrictions, please respond to the SEQTA notification or contact the Ark office to confirm 
your attendance at the evening. Many thanks.

Jason Plunkett | Head of Teaching and Learning

SACE INFORMATION NIGHT

A sea of red, white and black filled the College grounds for Horas Day!

Last week, students were invited to wear casual clothes to raise funds for much needed teaching and 
learning resources at out Indonesian sister school.

“Horas Day” was first introduced in 2019, to celebrate our school partnership with SD HKI-3 Pematangsiantar 
Indonesia.

We would like to thank the College community for their generous 
donations!

From the Principal of SD HKI3

Thank you students and teachers for the Horas Day donations who 
want to help our school as a partner of SMLC. We are quite touched 
and proud for your kindness and generosity. May the Lord Jesus always 
bless, protect, you who are loving and healthy always. Once again I say 
representing the IPR 3 Pematangsiantar Elementary School, Thankyou 
very much. 

Ibu Monika Sinurat | Principal SD HKI3

HORAS DAY

QKR! nears release date - More information to come over the next week.

St Martins Lutheran College is introducing “QKR!” - an online ordering 
and payment app for canteen lunch orders!

This app allows parents and students to place and pay for lunch orders at 
anytime, anywhere, using their credit or debit card. In one transaction, 
parents can order lunches for their child for one day - or the entire week! 
Over time, QKR! will replace the current brown paper bag and cash 
ordering system. More information will be released on SEQTA and Class 
Dojo in the coming weeks!

QKR! SCHOOL PAYMENTS APP
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St Martins students perform highly in Research Project A and B

Semester 1 Research Project results were available online for students on Tuesday morning through SACE 
Students Online. St Martins Lutheran College had excellent results again this year in Research Project.

For those who studied Research Project B, 65.2% of SMLC students achieved in the A band, compared 
to a 39.4% state-wide. This included 8.7% achieving at an A+. Overall, 100% of those resulted in Research 
Project B at SMLC achieved in either the A or B band.

Students studying Research Project A also did very well. 60% of SMLC students achieved a B or above. This 
compares to a 26% state-wide.

Our Year 12’s and their teachers worked very hard throughout Semester 1 to gain their results. Congratulations 
to all those students involved.

Jayne Fulton | Head of Senior School

RESEARCH PROJECT RESULTS

Staff dedicate time to collaborating and sharing feedback on new teaching and learning principles.

Term 3 began with a staff professional development day, focusing on teaching and learning. 

Over the last year, a small team of teachers have been working with staff as a whole to develop a set of 
“Teaching and Learning Principles”. The aim is to establish a shared direction and approach to teaching 
and learning for the College.

Last term we sought feedback on the draft Principles, through student and parent forums. We then moved 
to finalise the Principles, while endeavouring to ensure the priorities of all members of our community were 
represented in the final document.

During the first part of the Staff Professional Development Day, the College launched the Teaching and 
Learning Principles with staff and sought to identify key priorities for action. Then, later in the day, we 
focused on refining the school’s assessment practices, to ensure they strongly align with the Australian 
Curriculum and provide our students with the best opportunities to achieve success.

For our meetings, we were very grateful to be able to use our impressive new Food, Hospitality and Art 
Centre for the first time.  In summary, it was a very productive and positive day.

Jason Plunkett | Head of Teaching and Learning

STAFF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY

Students enjoy newly established WEB playground

The highly anticipated ‘WEB’ playground has arrived at St Martins!

Over the school holidays the College maintenance team worked 
hard to ensure the new playground was ready for students upon 
their return to school.

We would like to thank all of the families who donated to the WEB!

THE WEB PLAYGROUND
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College Initiative Aims to Support Family Businesses

In the current global climate, it’s so important that 
we take care of each other. As our 2020 College 
motto says, we are “Stronger Together”. At St 
Martins, we recognise that our community is made 
up of many hard working families.

The College has launched an initiative, called ‘St Martins College Connection’. This is a directory of local, 
family-owned businesses that are connected to the school Community. The directory is easily accessed on 
the College website.

The College community is encouraged to support these local family businesses and ensure that we continue 
to stand Stronger Together.

Families of the College that own a business are welcome to complete this online form and provide details 
about their business.

Please support those who support St Martins Lutheran College.

COLLEGE CONNECTION

St Martins proves too strong against Tenison Woods.

St Martins participated in the Open Mixed Hockey competition on 
Thursday 30 July, against Tenison Woods College. St Martins has 
been competing with Tenison College for a number of years now, 
and a friendly rivalry has developed.

The first 10 minutes of the game showed it would definitely be a 
close one, with both teams having scoring opportunities. Tenison 
then scored, and our nerves increased! The St Martins team kept 
fighting and scored an equaliser before halftime. Mid-way through 
the second half, we scored our second goal. The last 5 minutes 
of the game were very tense, and a shot on goal above head 
height by Tenison was saved with some excellent goal-keeping 
skills. St Martins were victorious, with 2-1 being the final score. Our 
teamwork and passing was excellent, and our new players were a 
fantastic addition to the team.

Molly Lennon |Team Coach

OPEN MIXED HOCKEY

Thank you for your coorperation and understanding throughout school 
photos.

We would like to thank the St Martins parents and students for their cooperation 
over the course of school photos. Everybody presented themselves very well 
and we look forward to seeing the photos soon.

SCHOOL PHOTOS

https://stmartins.sa.edu.au/our-community/college-connection/
https://forms.gle/FCHjsdTF9haJCjya6


St Martins Lutheran College Newsletter | Term 3 Week 2             Page 7

Latest Notices and Community Events

Please click here to access the Community Noticeboard for 
posters and  Information of upcoming events and activities 
within the College, and the wider community.

COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD

Keep Updated with the Upcoming College Events

Please click here to access the College Term Planner for all important dates and upcoming events.

COLLEGE TERM PLANNER

Old Style Uniform Items
Please do not take such items to any Op Shops. Please drop them off at the Uniform Shop for appropriate 
disposal.

Second-hand Uniform Donations
The Uniform Shop welcomes donations.

Second-hand Uniform Facebook Group
To sell your second-hand uniform items, please visit: St Martins Uniform Shop Buy, Swap or Sell.

Health and Safety
We ask that parents and children use the hand sanitizer provided upon entering the Uniform Shop.

Michelle van Niekerk | Uniform Shop Coordinator

UNIFORM SHOP NEWS

College provides students the opportunity to work with well-respected composer and performance artist.

A lucky group of music students at St Martins have been asked to take part in the Adelaide Symphony 
Orchestra’s Silos and Symphonies music program. This program has received funding to allow our students 
to work with a well-known South Australian composer and performance artist, Hilary Klienig. Our students 
will work with Hilary to create brand-new musical works for the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra to perform.

There will be three virtual workshops where our students will be 
engaged in activities such as improvisation, arranging for multiple 
instruments, and song writing to develop their musical ideas. These 
will become a series of original compositions to be performed and 
recorded by the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra, with the aim of 
expressing the distinct voices of regional South Australians.

Stephen Walther | Music Teacher

VIRTUAL COMPOSER IN RESIDENCE PROGRAM

http://stmartins.sa.edu.au/news-events/community-notice-board/
http://calendar.google.com/calendar/r?cid=c3RtYXJ0aW5zLnNhLmVkdS5hdV84aXRkM3NudmViaW42NmtqcWM1dTAwamlza0Bncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t

