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A MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF MIDDLE SCHOOL

The Importance of Rest
I wrote a newsletter devotion last year while on long service leave and I find 
myself in the same place again this year.  

When I wrote last year, I explained the difficulty I have resting. In fact, resting 
generally makes me feel guilty. I should be doing something. There is school work 

to do. The list of jobs I made at the start of my leave still seems quite long and I 
really should be doing one of them. Maybe clean the shed. The dog needs to be 

walked.  The dishes are still on the sink.

The recent situation with the pandemic, social distancing etc. essentially forced a period of rest upon me. 
We were discouraged from going out and doing things, and so many of our regular commitments were 
cancelled. The government was demanding that I stay at home and do less.

I distinctly remember how much I enjoyed this less complicated, less busy time.

The Bible talks frequently about rest. Right back in Genesis we see God doing his work and then putting 
aside a day to rest. And while it specifically references the day of rest being the Sabbath, more broadly we 
are being reminded of the importance of rest, and more importantly resting in God’s presence and love.

It’s easy in the busyness of life to neglect spending time in God’s presence. It’s vitally important that we put 
aside our work and other commitments and spend time in prayer, reading the Bible and considering God’s 
work in our lives and all that he has done for us.

There have been significant negatives associated with the Corona virus, specifically the health issues and 
tragic deaths of many around the world, and the economic impact to those who’ve lost jobs and had their 
livelihoods impacted. As restrictions are eased over the coming months, I think it’s vital that we don’t simply 
go back to the “old normal”. Whilst being able to go back to some normality will be wonderful, we should 
also hang onto some of the lessons learned over the last few months. For me, that may be the importance 
of making time for rest, and resting in God’s presence.

“By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from 
all his work. 3 Then God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work 
of creating that he had done.”  (Genesis 2:2-3)

Damian Bradley | Head of Middle School

THE SPIRIT

Student Free Day Tuesday Week 7

A friendly reminder that there will be a Student Free Day on Tuesday 9 June following the Monday Public 
Holiday.

A REMINDER TO PARENTS
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College Community gets involved in the Week-Long Event

This week, students and staff from the College have participated in activities as part of “National 
Reconciliation Week”. National Reconciliation Week is celebrated nationally from 27 May, to 3 June.

The theme ‘In this together’ has encouraged the St Martins Lutheran College Community to learn about 
our shared histories and cultures.

Activities this week have included:
• Weaving fish from paper, an activity from the Torres Strait islands 
• Tracing around hands, cutting out the shape and designing and decorating those hands in support of reconciliation
• White choc-chip and wattleseed cake sold at the College canteen – Wattleseed is indigenous to Australia
• Watching a screening of the newly released film, “In My blood It Runs” – The story of a 10-year old 

Arrernte boy from Alice Springs
• Mindfulness and colouring, puzzles and art activities

Allison McDonnell | Indigenous Education Coordinator

RECONCILIATION WEEK

New College Initiative Aims to Support Family Businesses

In the current global climate, it’s so important that we take 
care of each other. As our 2020 College motto says, we 
are “Stronger Together”. At St Martins, we recognise that 
our community is made up of many hard working families.

This week, the College has launched a new initiative, called 
‘St Martins College Connection’. This will be a directory of local, family-owned businesses that are connected to 
the school Community. The directory will be easily located on the College website and promoted through the St 
Martins social media pages. The hope is that members of the College community will support these local family 
businesses and ensure that we continue to stand Stronger Together.

Families of the College that own a business are encouraged to complete this online form and provide details 
about the business.

Support those who support St Martins Lutheran College. Please share this with members of the College Community.

COLLEGE CONNECTION

School Banking Interest

On May 31, interest was again added to all LLL deposit accounts. Please send LLL passbooks to the College 
office by Monday 15 June where they will be forwarded to LLL Adelaide for updating.

LLL Banking

https://forms.gle/82fd3k4wcs9sc7pRA
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Junior School Students Come Together for Remote Read-along

On Wednesday 27 May, students across the Junior School took 
part in the “National Simultaneous Story Time”!

This year the students enjoyed listening to the story of “Whitney and 
Britney the Chicken Divas!” by Lucinda Gifford.

The story inspired the College’s Year 2 and 3 classes to get creative, 
completing a colourful craft activity to celebrate the day.

SIMULTANEOUS STORY TIME

The Smell of Sausages Attracts a Big Crowd!

On Wednesday 27 May, two of the College’s Year 12 students 
planned and ran a sausage sizzle for the Middle and Senior 
Schools.

Ebony Fiegert and Gay Nay Moo Ler organised the activity and 
sold nearly 300 sausages as part of their Community Studies 
project!

The smell of the BBQ brought in a big crowd of hungry students 
and staff, with more than $580 being raised for the Penola CFS 
and The Mt Gambier Migrant Centre.

Congratulations to the students for their hard work and a 
fantastic result!

COMMUNITY STUDIES FUNDRAISER

Middle and Senior School Scholarships Now Open for 2021

Scholarships are open to both new and existing students, currently studying in Year 6 & 7 (for Middle 
School) and Year 9 & 10 (for Senior School). The scholarships will provide full or part reduction of tuition 
fees for 2 to 3 years.

Scholarships will be awarded on academic merit, based on a scholarship test, student reports and a 
teacher reference.

Applicants are required to complete the scholarship application form and forward it to the College 
office. All applications must be received by 4:00 pm on Friday 3 July 2020.

Please click here to access more information and complete an application form.

Scholarship results will be advised approximately four to six weeks after the scholarship test date.

MIDDLE AND SENIOR SCHOLARSHIPS

https://stmartins.sa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Scholarship-Application-Form-for-2021.pdf
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Get Caught Reading Competition

In conjunction with the Premier’s Reading Challenge, the St Martins Lutheran College library is running a 
photo competition called ‘Get Caught Reading’. The competition calls for photos of people reading in 
unusual places - this could be by the clothesline, in the kitchen, etc.

Entries must be emailed to Mrs Stephanie Jagger at sjagger@stmartins.
sa.edu.au. Please include a good quality image, student name and 
class. All entries will be displayed in the library.

Scholastic Book Club

Scholastic Book Club Issue #4 orders will close Friday 12 June 2020. To 
place your order visit scholastic.com.au/LOOP or download the app.

Rosie Bronca | Teacher Librarian 

LIBRARY NEWS

Stock Up and Support the Parents & Friends!

The St Martins Lutheran College Parents and Friends association are hosting a wine fundraiser! Parents 
have the choice of three Hollick Wines at a great price. 1/2 Dozen $45, Dozen $90;

• 2015 Cabernet Merlot blend (cleanskin under cork)
• 2017 Chardonnay (cleanskin)
• 2015 Late Harvest Riesling 375ml bottles (cleanskin) – Please note this   
 is a dessert wine
 (No Mixed Cases)

Orders can be made online via this form. Orders and payments close 
Monday 15 June, with the wine being delivered to the College on Thursday 
25 June (Adults must collect).

Sally Duffett | Parents and Friends

WINE FUNDRAISER

Over the coming weeks, social media users may spot some 
new videos promoting the College’s sub-schools.

St Martins Lutheran College encourages a love of learning 
in a supportive and caring environment throughout the 
Junior years of schooling.

Nurturing differences, developing compassion and respect 
for one another and contributing to a friendly community 
are all part of the Junior School experience at St Martins.

To view the Junior School Promotional Video please click 
here.

DISCOVER OUR JUNIOR SCHOOL

http://sjagger@stmartins.sa.edu.au
http://sjagger@stmartins.sa.edu.au
https://forms.gle/hZvCAUQcwAxuvJa3A
https://vimeo.com/423878897
https://vimeo.com/423878897
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Kirby Shearing Visit

Recently the College’s Year 12 Food and Hospitality 
students were treated to a visit from local Chef, Kirby 
Shearing, from Soul Projects!

Kirby shared some of his knowledge and expertise with 
the class and discussed what needed to be considered 
when presenting various dishes.

We thank Kirby for visiting and can’t wait to invite him 
back when our amazing new Food and Hospitality 
Centre is complete!

FOOD AND HOSPITALITY

Year 11 Student Recieves 2020 Award

The District Council of Grant offers a $500 Academic Scholarship 
to Year 10 to 12 students who live within the District Council of 
Grant.

Congratulations to Year 11 Student, Kristy Sneath on receiving the 
2020 Scholarship!

DISTRICT COUNCIL OF 
GRANT SCHOLARSHIP

College’s Year 6 Students Welcome Australian Lutheran World Service

On Friday 22 May, the St Martins Year 6 students took part in their annual ‘Awareness Day’.

The day aims to provide students with a better global 
awareness of refugees and natural disasters.

This year, the College was fortunate to have Celia from 
‘Australian Lutheran World Service’ join the classes to present 
and lead them through the tasks. Students were required to 
live on the rations of a refugee for the day, having only a 
biscuit for recess and a cup of cold rice for lunch.

On the day students donated $210 towards supporting ALWS 
continue their great work around the world.

YEAR 6 AWARENESS DAY

The Bookshop will re-open on Monday 15 June, between the hours of 10:00am and 2:00pm. We will still be closed 
on Sundays until full church services begin.

ST MARTIN’S CHURCH BOOKSHOP REOPENING
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Latest News

Over the last few weeks at SMOSHC, children have been participating in their own Lego Masters Challenge!

Their creations have become very detailed as they create moving parts, life-like structures and 3D models 
of objects.

Each individual creates their masterpiece in 20 minutes, racing the timer to finish their build. Some of the 
best creations have been placed on display to share with SMOSHC families and friends.

Next Tuesday 9 June – during the Student Free Day - SMOSHC 
children have decided that they will compete in the ultimate Lego 
Masters Finale! SMOSHC will also head over to the gym, as the 
children participate in a table tennis tournament. They have been 
practicing each day over the last few weeks and are excited to 
play against each other on the big tables!

If you are interested in coming along, please message us on 0418 
815 101 or email oshc@stmartins.sa.edu.au!

Alison Tschirn | SMOSHC Assistant Director

SMOSHC

Thank you to those families that completed the recent survey on Parent/Teacher interviews.

93% of the total responses felt that the timing of interviews was suitable, which was a strong message. Of 
those who responded, 20% did not attend interviews.

Parent views varied. Those who attended were very keen on the “Zoom” on-line option - in particular those 
who needed to travel distances to attend. The confidentiality of the meetings was one aspect mentioned 
by a few people. On the flip side, those who did not attend indicated that the use of technology was 
a barrier to attending. Considering this survey was conducted via technology the number who were 
impacted may be higher. 

Interview slots remained at 10 minutes, although they were 15 minutes apart, to compensate for the 
reduced slots we went to two evenings. This was positively received and 93% of respondents who attended 
indicating they were able to connect with their child’s teacher.

Of those who did not attend, 73% either found the new format beneficial or thought it might be beneficial.
The information gained from this has been very valuable. We will use this information in our planning for 
next year, with a strong potential for a blended face-to-face and Zoom solution being on offer.

Jason Plunkett | Director of Teaching and Learning

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS FEEDBACK

Tuesday 26 May was House Day at St Martins Lutheran College!

Foundation students Learned about the House Colours and more by mixing paint, 
playing with cellophane on torches and exploring colours with a light box!

HOUSE DAY WEEK 5
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Students Compete in Virtual Race

In Week 6, schools from across South Australia competed in a Virtual Cross Country. Schools held their own 
competitions within the confines of their school, and compared the results (as accurately as possible) to 
students in the same category, of the same distance. 

St Martins held their competition on Tuesday 2 June, which consisted of 
U13’s, U14’s, U15’s, U16’s and Open Boys and Girls running two laps of a 
1500m course. The course followed the perimeter of the College, which 
included challenging hills and terrain, through paddocks, bitumen, 
grass and gravel, and a total elevation gain of 50m over the entire 3km 
run. 

It was great to see almost 50 competitors over the Middle and Senior 
School challenge themselves in some dreary weather, with personal 
bests and excellent times in each category. 

Thank you to Ms. Irvine, Ms. Cunningham, and students who helped 
marshal and cheer on the students throughout the day.

To access a full list of results please click here.

Brett Shepherdson | Middle and Senior School Sport Coordinator

Whole School Fundraiser

Wednesday 3 June was Wacky Sock Wednesday at St Martins Lutheran 
College! Students across the Junior, Middle and Senior school wore their 
funky and colourful socks to raise funds for HeadSpace and the Childrens 
Hospital.

The students across the College raised a total of $1036.

Stage 1 Students Raise Funds for a Worthy Cause

The Stage 1 Health students have been busy planning a Health initiative 
to improve adolescent mental health. They have spent the last few weeks 
organising various activities for a “Wellbeing Week.” The week started with 
a fitness inspired Amazing Race, some “Just Dance”, a Pancake fundraiser 
and wacky sock day.

The students worked collaboratively to gather relevant information to 
plan, organise and implement their initiative. This included data collection 
through surveys, meetings and discussions with teachers, Head of School 
staff and community members, as well as budgeting and shopping. 

The students raised $586 for Headspace Mount Gambier. 

MIDDLE/SENIOR CROSS COUNTRY

WACKY SOCK WEDNESDAY

PANCAKE FUNDRAISER

https://stmartins.sa.edu.au/sport/middle-senior-school-cross-country/
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Latest Notices and Community Events

Please click here to access the Community Noticeboard for 
posters and  Information of upcoming events and activities 
within the College, and the wider community.

COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD

Keep Updated with the Upcoming College Events

Please click here to access the College Term Planner for all important dates and upcoming events.

COLLEGE TERM PLANNER

Navy Sport Track Pants

We encourage families to purchase navy track pants from the St Martins Uniform Shop. Any track pants 
worn as part of the PE uniform should be of the same navy colour and style as those for sale in the uniform 
shop if purchased elsewhere. These are dark navy straight leg WITHOUT a cuff at the bottom and without 
logos.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Online Uniform Shop

UNIFORM REMINDER

Care Packages Arrive at Sister School

On Saturday 30 May, Staff at Lutheran World Federation in Indonesia 
delivered care packages to the teachers of many Lutheran Schools 
in Indonesia including our partner school SD HKI3 in Pematangsiantar.

Some of the proceeds of this week’s Casual Clothes Day will go to 
the Lutheran World Federation in Indonesia to help with these care 
packages. The Indonesian schools are still in remote learning and 
have been for 14 weeks now. Sadly, with no children in the Lutheran 
schools the teachers do not receive any pay so this puts a great 
deal of pressure on them and their family.

Over the weekend St Martins Lutheran College received messages from the Principal, Monika Sinurat and 
the teachers giving thanks for our kindness and support through these care packages and our ongoing 
partnership.  

Unfortunately, due to COVID 19, St Martins’ annual Service Learning Trip to Indonesia has had to be 
cancelled. It was scheduled for late Term 3. We hope and pray that in 2021 we can again travel to see 
our friends in Christ.

Robyn Teakle | Head of Junior School

INDONESIAN PARTNER SCHOOL

http://stmartins.sa.edu.au/news-events/community-notice-board/
http://calendar.google.com/calendar/r?cid=c3RtYXJ0aW5zLnNhLmVkdS5hdV84aXRkM3NudmViaW42NmtqcWM1dTAwamlza0Bncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
https://uniformshop.stmartins.sa.edu.au/

