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Some of you may have come across media reports in the last week about a
trial program for the Limestone Coast called Planet Youth, which originated in
Iceland 20 years ago. The program there, and since implemented in other
countries in the world, focuses on aiming to reduce substance use including
alcohol, tobacco and cannabis, among young people. 
 
Data was collected last year from 15-year olds in several schools in our
region, including from St Martins. Jane Savage, our school counsellor, and I
attended a workshop last week to look at the region’s survey results and what
they mean. This workshop was also attended by representatives from local
councils, community groups, other schools, health services and the police.

There were some very reassuring findings from the survey about our young people. Our students mostly engage
well with school and feel safe. High numbers of their parents know their friends and the parents of their friends,
and parents mostly know where their teenagers are and who they are with. High numbers of students reported
that their parents are caring and warm and that they can talk with them. These are all good factors in keeping our
teens from misusing substances.
 
There were also some more concerning findings which centred around attitudes to alcohol. 20% of students
reported feeling that it is necessary to drink alcohol to be included in their peer group. Around 30% of Limestone
Coast teens said they had consumed alcohol in the previous 30 days, with 11% reporting being drunk.
 
What is more food for thought is that those students who had consumed alcohol mostly reported doing it in their
own home or the home of friends. The researchers were able to tell us that this often occurs because parents feel
they are helping their 15-year olds to learn responsible drinking. However, they also told us that what teens take
away from this is not a message about responsible drinking, but a much simpler message that drinking at their
age has approval.
 
Overall, the work ahead for our community is to consider the four main domains of influence on teens: parents
and family; peers; school; and their town and community. In Iceland, the rates of substance use among 15-year
olds dropped markedly over a 20-year period as the culture in the four domains shifted. Our role as a school is to
support students and the efforts of our local government and other agencies.
 
Continued on Page 2...
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A MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF SENIOR SCHOOL

While some of the results are uncomfortable for us, as parents who love our children deeply, we have an
important responsibility to know what is happening with our teenagers. Only then can we make good and
informed decisions in how we guide our young adults towards maturity. 
 
Proverbs 22:6 is inscribed on one of the foundation stones within our school: 
Train up a child in the way he should go, 
And when he is old he will not depart from it.
 
Jayne Fulton 
Head of Senior School

On Friday 21 February Year 6 students participated in a fun filled day at Noorla Yo-Long. The site is operated by
SAPOL under the Blue Light Program. Noorla Yo-Long provides an adventure based learning experience where
the students develop a number of life skills such as communication, teamwork and leadership. These are
valuable skills that the Year 6’s will need while working on the musical throughout this year. 
 
The day consisted of ground based team building games such as, being blind folded in a maze and relying on a
team member to guide them through safely! The students were then able to experience a high ropes course in
amongst the trees! They were all fitted correctly with harnesses and helmets before climbing up very large trees
to walk along ropes and wooden planks amongst the tree canopies. 
 
The day was a huge success with many students challenging themselves and pushing themselves outside their
comfort zones. A big thank you to the parent helpers who attended on the day, to Senior Constable 1C Geoff
Yates and his high ropes instructor Blaine for making the day enjoyable and safe! 
 
Michelle Yates and Sandra Halleday
Year 6 Teachers

YEAR 6 NOORLA YO-LONG EXCURSION



Primary Athletics Day
Year 9/10 Outdoor Ed Camp

Public Holiday

Student Free Day

Year 9/10 Outdoor Ed Camp

Year 9/10 Outdoor Ed Camp

Kindy Buddies 12:50pm
Parents and Friends Night
Meeting 7:00pm  

SE Zone Interschool
Athletics

Lucindale Field Days

Harmony Day
Fringe Festival Opens
Lucindale Field Days

Twilight Tours

Friday  6  March

 

Monday  9  March

 

Tuesday  10  March

 

Thursday  12  March

 

Friday  13  March

 

Tuesday  17  March

 

Wednesday  18  March

 

Friday  20  March

 

Saturday  21  March

 

Tuesday  24  March
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UPCOMING 

DATES

YEAR 9/10 

INVESTIGATING AGRICULTURE EXCURSION

Recently, Investigating Agriculture students had the privilege of visiting
the Mil-Lel based, Harfull Chaff Mill and seeing the production line in
operation. The mill has been in operation at its current site for more than
40 years, producing Lucerne, Wheaten and Oaten chaff predominantly
for horses in our region. They explained that once it is produced, the
Harfull’s steam cut chaff is sent to stock feed outlets in the region, which
it is then sold.
 
Sara and Luke Harfull were very generous in giving their time to show
the students how chaff is produced. With very few chaff mills in
operation, this was a great opportunity for students to see a local
agriculture enterprise with a difference. It also allowed the students to
see first-hand an enterprise where a product is value added to produce a
high quality local product.
 
Thank you to Sara, Luke and Roger for allowing us to visit the mill and
taking the time to demonstrate how chaff is made.
 
Jason Cameron
Teacher

https://stmartins.sa.edu.au/news-events-events/


The program for the day was emailed out at the beginning of Week 6. Please check your emails to access it.
The St Martins Canteen WILL NOT be taking Primary lunch orders on Sports Day for F-6 classes. The
Canteen will be open during the day and have its regular over the counter stock on sale. Secondary students
are able to order normal lunches; however they are encouraged to buy from the P & F stall.
P&F Stall - Cans of Soft Drink $2.00 - Sausages $2.50 - Donuts $2.00 - Lollies $1.00 - Zooper Doopers .50c 

Coffees and Hot Chocolates - Jo Gabriel will be selling cappuccinos, frappes and hot chocolates from her van.
Students are to wear sun screen and hats during the day. Please make sure that hats, drink bottles, jumpers
and alike are clearly labeled as many will be left near events when the students are competing.

We look forward to seeing you at the 2020 Primary Athletics Day tomorrow, Friday 6 March.
 
Important Information

Please support the P & F as they support the College.

RECORD BREAKERS
Jena Jagger
F U/13 Long Jump
Tamla Law Lah Moo Samuel
M U/15 Long Jump
M U/15 Triple Jump
Isobel Jenkin
F U/15 Shot Put
F U/15 Discus
Mackenzie Millard
F U/15 Javelin
Harry Taylor
M U/16 Shot Put
Zac Ler
M U/16 Long Jump
Neave Delaney
F U/20 Hurdles
Jake Whitty
M U/20 High Jump
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PRIMARY ATHLETICS DAY

Please note there will be no Week 6 Worship due to Primary Athletics Day. We look forward to seeing you at
Worship in Week 7.

WORSHIP

AGE CHAMPIONS
Under 13 Female
Under 13 Male
Under 14 Female
Under 14 Male
 
Under 15 Female
Under 15 Male
Under 16 Female
Under 16 Male
Under 20 Female
Under 20 Male

SECONDARY ATHLETICS DAY

Jena Jagger
Dean Harten
Shae Delaney
Josiah Barnett
Luke Stubberfield
Jenae Bawden
Lenny Fox
Amy Papageorgios
Gay Nay Say Ler
Neave Delaney
Jean-Francois Kakule
Leonardo Tralongo
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SECONDARY ATHLETICS DAY
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YOUTH ENVIRONMENT LEADERSHIP PROGRAM

Recently students from the Enviro Committee were given the

opportunity to attend YELP, the Youth Environment Leadership

Program run by the Natural Resources South East unit. Each year, 4

students from a number of schools around the region are selected to

take part in various outdoor environment days. The students from St

Martins who have been selected to participate in this program are:

Elmer, Katie, Isobel and Zoya.

 

In Term 2 the YELP students will take part in a 2 night ‘Earthkeepers’

camp at Naracoorte caves where they will learn the importance of

appreciating and respecting the environment. As part of the YELP

program students are expected to create a school project linked to the

environment. This year the YELP and Enviro Committee students are

interested in planting trees at our school.

 

Michelle Yates
Teacher

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY
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JUNIOR SCHOOL LONG DISTANCE RUN

On Wednesday 26 February students from Foundation to Year 6 took part in the Junior School Long Distance
Run. Children burst from the starting line with gusto, however, some may have fired a little early and were quite a
bit slower over the finish line.
 
Terrific school spirit was on display throughout the day. It was a great effort from all the students involved.

LIBRARY NEWS

The Premier’s Reading Challenge is a literature engagement program involving
schools and families throughout Australia. The PRC will commence in Term 1
Week 6 and will continue until the end of August. More information on the
Premier's Reading Challenge can be found on their website. 
 
At St Martins Lutheran College we will be incorporating the theme for Book
Week, which is ‘Curious Creatures, Wild Minds’, into this year's challenge.
Each child who completes the challenge will receive a badge and be added to
our Honour Wall. All children completing the challenge will receive an award,
however, the form the children bring home must be completed in order to do
this. This is a great opportunity to assist us to engage your child in reading.

Premier's Reading Challenge

There has been much research devoted to the value of reading at home. One recent article which discussed the
great range of benefits includes, “listening skills, spelling, reading comprehension, and vocabulary.” In essence
reading to children is essential for an enormous range of literacy skills so important at the foundation level. In a
W.A. survey (2016) conducted among school children, the children reported that they enjoyed their parents
reading to them long after they became independent readers. Keep calm and keep reading!
 
Rosie Bronca
Librarian

Value of 'Reading to' at Home
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We have been fortunate to be involved in a mentoring program
through the Association of Independent Schools of South Australia
(AISSA) since the beginning of 2019. The program seeks to offer
social, cultural, emotional and academic support to our Indigenous
students by way of a mentor. Our mentor, Justin, recently visited
from Adelaide, and will continue to do so throughout the year. Justin
visits students in their classrooms and also works with them in
groups and individually outside of lessons. He also works with staff.
Should you be interested in finding out more about the program,
please contact me at the college: amcdonnell@stmartins.sa.edu.au.
 
Allie McDonnell
F-12 Indigenous Education Coordinator

INDIGENOUS MENTOR VISIT 

Last week, a group of the College's Senior SRC's cooked a BBQ for the tradies working hard on Stage 2 of the St
Martins Master Plan - the new Art and Hospitality Centre! The students were grateful for the effort workers had
put in since building began in October. They wanted to show their appreciation with a free lunch. Afterwards, the
students were treated with a sneak-peek of their new spaces!
 
Work on the new facility is a little ahead of schedule, with plans for students to be enjoying the new learning
spaces at the beginning of the second semester.

SRC WORKSITE BBQ 

The community of St Martins Lutheran College acknowledges the
passing of Mr Neil Fulwood, aged 77 years. Neil Fulwood was the
founding Principal of St Martins Lutheran School from 1982 to
1988. He was instrumental in the inception of Lutheran Education
in Mount Gambier. His funeral was held on Friday 28 February at
St Michael’s Lutheran Church, Hahndorf.
 
St Martins Lutheran College recognises the amazing impact that
Mr Fulwood had on establishing the foundations of our school and
offers its condolences to his family.
 
Neil Fulwood is pictured here with 1986 staff, Shirley Crook, Pam
Lutz, Tania Nelson and Val Schild.

FOUNDING PRINCIPAL PASSES AWAY
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If you have left or transited through Iran on or after 1 March - you must isolate yourself until 14 days after
leaving Iran.
If you have left or transited through mainland China - you must isolate yourself until 14 days after leaving
China.
If you have been in close contact with a confirmed case of novel coronavirus - you must isolate yourself for 14
days after last contact with the confirmed case.

wash their hands regularly, particularly after using the toilet and before eating
avoid spreading infections to others by staying home if they are unwell
cover a cough or sneeze with a tissue.

The Federal Government has updated its advice on the coronavirus (COVID-19).
 
Restrictions are in place for people who have recently returned to Australia from Iran or mainland China, with the
following advice issued to parents about attendance at schools and early childhood facilities.
 
In the following scenarios you cannot attend school or an early childhood centre:

 
At this stage, the Federal Government advises that travellers from Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Singapore,
Thailand, South Korea, Italy and Cambodia who have not been to mainland China or Iran are not required to self-
isolate unless they are unwell, in which case they should seek medical assistance.
 
Practising good hygiene
Everyone can protect against infections by practising good hygiene. Children should be encouraged to:

  
Parents seeking more information are encouraged to call the National Coronavirus Health Information Line on
1800 020 080 or click here.

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE

The Front Office and Ark Office are arguably the busiest areas of the College. The staff members in both the
Front and Ark office are crucial to the functioning of the College. The Admin Team consists of the following staff:
Natalie Telford, Brydie Hamilton, Tania Virgo, Tracy Auld, Caroll Cailler and Roxanne Thomson.
 
Click here to read more

FRONT OFFICE AND ARK OFFICE TEAM

At its last meeting the College Council approved a new Parent Code of Conduct. The policy can be accessed
here or by visiting the College website.

PARENT CODE OF CONDUCT

http://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-schools-and-early-childhood-centres
https://stmartins.sa.edu.au/college-staff/front-and-ark-office-team/
https://stmartins.sa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Parent-Code-of-Conduct-2020.pdf


Niel van Niekerk
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS

Recently Year 8 student, Niel van Niekerk, was selected into the South
Australian Cycling Team to compete at the 2020 Australian Junior Track
National Championships in Brisbane. 
 
At just 13 years old, Niel will compete in the Under 15 category alongside
the country's best cyclists when he travels to Queensland later this month.
 
This is the first time Niel will be competing at this level and we wish him
the very best!

Highland Dancing

Recently six St Martins Students competed in the Highland Dancing
competition at the Heywood Wood, Wines and Roses Festival. The
students included Alan, Grace, Elise, Amali, Abbey and Keeley. 
 
All students performed well across many divisions, with some winning
prizes for their performance. 
 
We wish them all the best with their future competitions.

BOANDIK BUDDIES

Boandik, Crouch Street, is an aged care facility that is home to
approximately 70 elderly residents. On Tuesday 3 March our Year 3
Boandik Buddies visited the home to tour the facilities and meet the
residents. The students were impressed with the size of the building, the
big kitchen and laundry.
 
The children are looking forward to the next visit when they will play
bocce with the residents.
 
Brenda May
Junior School Learning Enrichment Coordinator



It was wonderful to have the St Martins Community support the
Woolworths Earn and Learn again last year and we are now
gradually receiving our products. One of the chosen items was a
Digital Filming Package which included items such as a green
screen, Rode microphone and a tripod designed to hold an ipad
for better quality filming. These products support the Digital
Technologies Curriculum and will most likely suit students from
Year 3 to Year 12 as well as incidental filming for events like
Worship or drama performances. 
 
We thank families for making the effort to collect the Earn and
Learn stickers and especially to the Parents and Friends for
promoting the school's involvement and collating the many stickers
received.
 
Robyn Teakle
Head of Junior School
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EARN AND LEARN PROGRAM

FTC ROBOTICS

St Martins’ robotic team, the Cyber Saints, competed in Naracoorte on Sunday 1 March. The students
representing the College were Ben (Year 11), Charlie (Year 7) and Tyler (Year 7). 
 
Novices Charlie and Tyler did a really good job driving and modifying the robot under Ben’s supervision.
The team finished 5th after the qualifying rounds from a field of eight teams. The team are looking for
sponsorship to help fund improvements to the robot, so if you know anyone that may be interested in
getting involved, please contact me on 87251430.
 
Peter Duffett
Director of Digital Learning

NARACOORTE COMPETITION
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UNIFORM SHOP

Friday 24 April       8:15am - 3:30pm
Monday 27 April    8:15am - 3:30pm

COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD

Please click here to access the Community Noticeboard
for posters and information of upcoming events and
activities within the College, and the wider community.

COLLEGE TERM PLANNER 

Please click here to access the College Term Planner for all important dates and upcoming events

STUDENT ILLNESS

We understand that from time to time, students can become unwell at school. Our school expectation is that
when students are unwell they go to the relevant office (Ark Office for Senior and Middle school students; Front
Office for Junior school students) and speak to the staff who will manage them from there. If contact needs to be
made with home, an office staff member will make that contact.
 
We are noticing that students are often making direct contact with home via e-mail or mobile phone. If your child
contacts you directly regarding being unwell, can you please instruct them to visit the relevant office so that they
can be isolated from other students if necessary to avoid the spreading of germs, and be managed by our office
staff who have been trained in first aid can assess and monitor them while also helping avoid the spreading of
illness by placing them in the medical room.
 
Our expectation is that the office staff will have spoken with a parent or caregiver prior to signing any student out,
so if the student is making direct contact with home this causes issues.
 
Thankyou for your support in this matter.

SCHOOL HOLIDAY OPENING HOURS

Tuesday       8:15am - 10:00am      2:30pm - 4:00pm
Thursday      8:15am - 10:00am      2:30pm - 4:00pm
*Other times by appointment.
 
Alternatively we encourage parents to shop online at  https://uniformshop.stmartins.sa.edu.au/
 
"Save time and shop online"

NEW OPENING HOURS

Please be aware that Tuesday 10 March is a student free day at the College for staff training.

STUDENT FREE DAY

https://stmartins.sa.edu.au/news-events/community-notice-board/
https://stmartins.sa.edu.au/news-events/community-notice-board/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar?cid=c3RtYXJ0aW5zLnNhLmVkdS5hdV84aXRkM3NudmViaW42NmtqcWM1dTAwamlza0Bncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
https://uniformshop.stmartins.sa.edu.au/



