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A MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF MIDDLE SCHOOL
In my Year 9 Christian Studies classes, we’ve started the year discussing ethical
dilemmas and how we effectively make decisions. We started our work examining
what our own values, ethics, morals and principles are.
Coming up with a list of your principles is a challenging task. There are many of
these little rules that we have to guide our behaviours and decisions.
From there we have been looking at a variety of moral dilemmas and trying to work
out how we would manage them. What would we do if we were in that situation?
This has led to many vigorous discussions with people having a variety of opinions
and thoughts on what is right and wrong, and how something should be handled.
It has been particularly interesting seeing how our principles that we think are so clearly defined and which guide
our lives, suddenly go out the window in a real world situation. We believe in a certain principle, until it will
negatively impact on us, or until it’s our friend who is doing the wrong thing, or until we will receive a large
amount of money if we bend the rules. Our morals suddenly aren’t quite as concrete and unbending.
If we can’t rely on our ingrained ethics, principles, morals and beliefs, where does this leave us? In the old
testament, there were dozens of rules set out for people to follow. But people simply aren’t capable of the
perfection that is necessary to follow them.
That’s where Jesus came into the picture. The old rules were still there so that we could see our imperfection.
But Jesus’ death on the cross atoned for our imperfections. While we should still try to live our lives righteously
and following the rules set out in the Bible we were left with two key rules to live by: Love God, and love your
neighbour as yourself.
If we could all live our lives by that creed, our decision making would become a great deal more straight forward,
and we’d live in a far more peaceful world.
"Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill
them.” Matthew 5:17
Damian Bradley
Head of Junior School
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UPCOMING
DATES
Friday 21 Feb
Worship & Installation of
Middle/Senior SRC 9:00am
Noorla Yo-Long Year 6

Monday 24 Feb
Primary Assembly 10:45am
ACER Testing

Tuesday 25 Feb
SSSA E Grade Swimming

Wednesday 26 Feb
Junior Long Distance Finals
9:00am - 11:00am

Thursday 27 Feb
Indigenous Mentor Visit

Friday 28 Feb
Clean Up Australia Day
Vetamorphus retreat at Mylor

Sunday 1 March
FTC Robotics Naracoorte
St Martins Together @ 5pm

Tuesday 3 March
Secondary Athletics Day
Boandik Buddies 12:50pm

Thursday 5 March
Primary SRC Meeting
12:45pm

COLLEGE 2019 DUX PRESENTATION
At Worship in Week 2, a moment was taken to recognise the incredible
work and dedication from the College's 2019 Dux - Sally Bond. Sally
achieved an ATAR of 97.6!
She was presented with a certificate and the Dux Medal by Michael
Hillstone from Green Triangle Electronics.
Sally plans to take a gap year before studying a double-degree in 2021
with a Bachelor of Law and Legal Practices and a Bachelor of
Accounting at Flinders University.
In her speech, she thanked the College Community who had supported
her through personal challenges, offered advice to the current Year 12
Students and concluded with the perfect quote:
"Success is not final, failure is not fatal; it is the courage to continue that
counts".
Congratulations Sally! The College is right behind you and hopes your
dreams come true!
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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN FLAG PRESENTATION
Recently the students from Year 5B were fortunate to have Mr Troy Bell, Member for Mount Gambier, in their
classroom to present the College with a new South Australian flag.
The students are responsible for raising and lowering the flags each day at the College. Mr Bell explained to
them the history and meaning behind the South Australian flag.
The College now has the Australian, Aboriginal, South Australian and Torres Strait Island flags proudly flying as
you drive into the school.

2020 HOUSE CAPTAINS
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MIDDLE/SENIOR SCHOOL SWIMMING CARNIVAL
On Wednesday 12 February, the St Martins Middle/Senior School
Students participated in their 2020 Swimming Carnival at the Mount
Gambier Aquatic Centre. Students were able to nominate for any
swimming race, while all students had the option to participate in the
Novelty activities on the day.
While some students were at the pool at the start of the day, the
remaining students stayed at the College until recess, where they
competed in various events to try and win valuable points for their
House. These points were tallied up with the swimming results to
determine the overall winner for the day.
The formal events were very competitive, with a large volume of
students getting involved by participating in events or simply cheering
on their peers and House teams from the sidelines. Novelty events
were again a favourite, as a mixture of Middle and Senior students
collaborated and joined forces within their Houses to compete in
relay events, including diving through hoops and racing in tyre tubes.
After all the points were tallied and collated, Tremelling achieved 3
years in a row as the new Swimming Dynasty House, where they had
easily the highest number of competitors in the water which proved
the ultimate divider between them and the other 3 Houses.
Congratulations to all competitors on the day, including the Age
Champions and Record Holders for 2020.
A big thankyou needs to go to all St Martins Middle/Senior School
staff, including both teaching and non-teaching, and parents who
made a massive contribution to how well the day unfolded. The St
Martins community and culture continues to strengthen as a result of
these carnivals.
Brett Shepherdson
Secondary Sport Coordinator

2020 New Records Set
Female U13
50m Freestyle | Lucy Edwards | 33.18
50m Breaststroke | Lucy Edwards | 43.82
50m Backstroke | Lucy Edwards | 40.94
Male U15
50m Breaststroke | Hiroki Owen | 41.47
50m Butterfly | Hiroki Owen | 36.53
4x50 Medley Relay | Tremelling | 3:05.40
Male U16
50m Breaststroke | Harrison Taylor | 44.69
4x50 Freestyle Relay | 2:23.34
Male U20
50m Backstroke | Jake Whitty | 43.72
50m Butterfly | Finleigh Altschwager | 37.84

2020 Age Champions
U/13 Champions
Female – Lucy Edwards
Male – Rauf Rahbari
U/14 Champions
Female – Tenielle Human
Male – Niel Van Niekerk
U/15 Champions
Female – Isobel Jenkin
Male – Hiroki Owen
U/16 Champions
Female – Rachael Bird
Male – Finleigh Altschwager
U/20 Champions
Female – Neave Delaney
Male – Jake Whitty
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SOUTH EAST ZONE SWIMMING
On Friday 14 February, 30 students were selected to go to
the South East Zone Secondary Interschool Swimming
Carnival, hosted by Grant High School. Students, ranging
from years 8 to 12, were selected as a result of their times
from our St Martins Swimming Carnival. The day saw the St
Martins team finish in third place, 30 points behind second
place Bordertown High, and first place Tenison Woods
College, and in front of Grant High School in fourth, Mount
Gambier High School in fifth, and Combined Schools
(Millicent, Naracoorte, and Penola High) in sixth.
The students who swam represented St Martins in a terrific fashion, where they supported and swam to the very
best of their ability. Congratulations to all students who were selected to swim at this carnival, and to all the St
Martins staff and community members who were present to support our students.
Brett Shepherdson
Secondary Sport Coordinator

YEAR 9/10 INVESTIGATING AGRICULTURE EXCURSION
Year 9 and 10 Investigating Agriculture students were recently lucky enough to have the opportunity to visit a
working shearing shed. Students were able to observe four shearers who shear up to 300 lambs a day each at
the Mingbool property. When the students arrived, the shed was a hive of activity, with roustabouts clearing away
wool from each of the four shearing stations. Students were able to help place a few fleeces in the waiting wool
bales and observe the teamwork required for a shearing shed to operate successfully.
Primary Producer, Mr Don Nattrass generously spent time with students talking about his lamb production
enterprise, answering questions and encouraging students to consider agriculture jobs as a possible pathway in
coming years.
Thank you to Mrs Tania Virgo who set up the visit for us and a big thank you to Mr Nattrass who spent time with
us and for sharing his enthusiasm about farming with students.
Jason Cameron
Teacher
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NATIONALLY CONSISTENT COLLECTION OF DATA ON
SCHOOL STUDENTS WITH DISABILITY
St Martins Lutheran College is required to submit data as part of the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on
School Students with Disability (NCCD) to the Australian Government Department of Education and Training.
This information is used to calculate the 'student with disability' loading received as part of the Australian
Government funding to the school. We are obliged to provide information about the number of students receiving
adjustments because of disability in our school and the adjustments students are provided to enable them to
participate in education on the same basis as other students.The information provided includes the student’s year
of schooling, the student’s category of disability (physical, cognitive, sensory or social/emotional) and the
student’s level of adjustment (support provided within quality differentiated teaching practice, supplementary,
substantial or extensive adjustment). All parents/caregivers need to be aware that the information will not
explicitly identify individual students. Further information can be found on the Parent/Carer Fact Sheet.
Brenda May
Junior School Learning Enrichment Coordinator

SEPARATION DIFFICULTIES AT SCHOOL
Most children will experience a stage of having difficulty separating from their caregiver. Sometimes this occurs
for toddlers, at Kindergarten age, and it can certainly present in the first year of school too. Starting school is a
significant step up for our young ones from Kindy and Child Care experiences. Expectations are different at
school, and this big change can consequently create worry for children, which then results in them not wanting
to leave the familiar and comfortable presence of their parent or caregiver. This is a normal and understandable
response.
There are many things that parents and caregivers can do to help settle separation difficulties:
1. Keep morning routines consistent. Having a morning routine will help to increase your child’s feelings of
security and reduce their emotional distress. For children who are feeling anxious, predictability is highly
important.
2. Talk with your child and establish a goodbye routine for school. Discuss where and how you are going to
say goodbye.
3. Never leave without saying goodbye, as “sneaking out” will only increase their feelings of insecurity.
Reassure them about who and where they will be collected at the end of the school day. Keep the goodbye
brief.
4. Try to remain calm. We understand that this is not always easy when our little ones are upset, but your child
will be looking to you for reassurance that school is a safe place to be.
5. Speak positively about school at home. When your child gets home from school, ask them about the three
best things that happened during the day. This will encourage your child to view school positively, and to not
focus on the not so good things about school.
6. If possible, limit the amount of extra-curricular activities and give them opportunities for quiet and restful
time. Children in the first term of school life are learning lots of new information – it can be very overwhelming
for them. Encourage good sleep routines as this will also increase their capacity to be attentive in class, to
learn and contribute to their overall enjoyment of school.
If you are concerned about how your child has settled into school, please speak with your class teacher, or
contact me on 8725 1430, or at: jsavage@stmartins.sa.edu.au.
Jane Savage
College Counselor
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IN THE LIBRARY
Library Lovers Week
Friday 14 February was Library Lovers Day at St Martins Lutheran College! Throughout the week students were
involved in various activities in the library - from playing board games, to making bookmarks. Everyone loved the
week-long event and we're sure the 'library-love' will continue on!

Chinese New Year Display
The Chinese New Year wall was created by Snowie Bai with special thanks to Mr Lester Chen for resources.
Chinese culture has a history that spans thousands of years. The Spring Festival, being the most important
holiday, is infused with cultural essence. Ancient traditions are passed down and still influential today. By taking a
closer look at Chinese New Year decorations, you can glimpse the stories behind each carefully thought out
detail.
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HUMAN POWERED VEHICLE PROGRAM
Come and Try Day and Training
Where: Mount Gambier Go Kart Track, Princes Hwy, Glenburnie.
When: Sunday 23 February
Time: 1:00pm - 4:00pm
Who: Anyone interested and wanting to find out more. Years 5 - 12
What to bring: Helmet, bike, drink bottle, closed in shoes.
Races are held in Mount Gambier on the 28th March at McNamara
Park, (This is an 8 hour race), Adelaide in June and July, as well as
a 24 hour race in Murray Bridge in September. For more
information contact bwilson@stmartins.sa.edu.au
Briodie Wilson
HPV Coordinator

PARENTS AND FRIENDS
The Parents and Friends Expo and Parent Information Night was held on Tuesday 18 February in the College
Gymnasium. The evening saw many Junior, Middle and Senior School parents attend the expo before dispersing
to the open classrooms and various information sessions. The expo gave parents the opportunity speak to a
variety of local professionals. On the night they were able to learn: the benefits of SEQTA Engage, the value in
looking after baby teeth, some tools for teaching maths to children, how to make healthy lemon and blueberry
muffins, the importance of having a healthy self esteem, some tools to deal with anxiety, about current recycling
projects at the College, how to encourage good posture when working at a table and experience a Pedal Prix car.
The Parents and Friends would like to thank everyone who helped out; St Martins teachers, Parents & Friends
Committee, Amy Heath (Physio), Belinda Tilley (I-Myself), Megan Watt (Dietician), Judy McKay (Dental
Therapist), and the Parents In Education grant that covered the sausage sizzle and printing costs.
On Tuesday 18 February (Week 4) the Parents and Friends Committee held their first monthly meeting for the
year. At the meeting a decision was made to trial an evening meeting. The next meeting will be from 7:00pm 9:00pm on Tuesday 18 March in the College Community Room. The evening meeting is a good opportunity for
parents who are busy or working during the day when the P&F usually meet.
If you are interested in helping with the BBQ or selling donuts & drinks at the upcoming Athletics Days (Senior
3/3/20 or Junior 6/3/20) please email parentsandfriends@stmartins.sa.edu.au and specify which half an hour
time slots you are available for between 9:00am and 3:00pm. Many thanks.
Sally Duffett
Secretary of Parents and Friends
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UNIFORM SHOP OPENING HOURS
Tuesday 1:00pm - 4:45pm
Thursday 8:15am - 12:00pm
Appointments can be made outside of these hours.
Alternatively we encourage parents to shop online at https://uniformshop.stmartins.sa.edu.au/
"Save time and shop online"

CAR PARKING PROCEDURE
As we settle in to the new school year it is important that everyone is aware of our car park procedure and does
their best to adhere to the car par rules.
The staff member on car park duty is there for your child's safety and to make the morning and afternoon
routines as smooth as possible.
Drivers and pedestrians need to watch, listen and follow direction from the person on duty in a courteous and
patient manner.
If you come up the parking lane/driveway, you can not cut in to the drop off lane, you must park in the car
park.
If you are using the drop off/pick up line, please drive around as far as possible to the start of the drop off/pick
up zone to allow as many cars through as possible.
Even if you see your child waiting, please drive to the start, they can walk the short distance to you. Please do
not cut in front of people in the drop off/pick up line if people in front of them have pulled out, wait patiently for
your turn.
The speed limit in the car park is 10kph, this is for the safety of all.
If you have other family members/friends dropping off or collecting you children, please make them aware of
how our car park works to lessen confusion.
If drivers could please get in to the habit of using their indicators, especially those leaving from the top car
park, that would be most helpful.
Thank you for your support in making our College car park a safer place.
To view and download a copy of the College Car Parking Procedure please click here

COLLEGE TERM PLANNER
Please click here to access the College Term Planner for all important dates and upcoming events

COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD
Please click here to access the Community Noticeboard
for posters and information of upcoming events and
activities within the College, and the wider community.
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For parents/guardians of students:
2020 Student Residential Address and Other Information collection notice
This notice is from the Australian Government Department of Education, Skills and Employment (the
department), to advise you that the department has requested that your child’s school provide a
‘statement of addresses’, in accordance with the Australian Education Regulation 2013 (Cth) (Regulation).
A statement of addresses contains the following information about each student at the school:





Student residential address (not student names)
Student level of education (i.e. whether the student is a primary or secondary student)
Student boarding school status (i.e. whether the student is boarding or a day student)
Names and residential addresses of students’ parent(s) and/or guardian(s)

Schools generate a record number for each student for the purposes of this collection, which is also provided
to the department.
Purpose of the collection
This collection is routinely used to inform Commonwealth school education policy, and to help ensure that
Commonwealth funding arrangements for non-government schools are based on need, and are fair and
transparent.
The information collected in the statement of addresses will be used to inform school funding calculations. It is
combined with data held by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) to calculate the estimated capacity of a
school community to contribute to the schools’ operating costs (capacity to contribute). Australian
Government funding to non-government schools takes this estimated capacity to contribute into account.
On 20 September 2018 the Government announced that it will implement a new, improved capacity to
contribute methodology used in the calculation of the Commonwealth’s needs-based funding arrangements
for non-government schools. Known as the direct measure of income (DMI), the proposed new methodology is
based on the median income of parents or guardians of students at a non-government school. This is in
contrast to the current area based measure which is a point in time analysis based on average circumstances
in 2011 of the area in which students at the school lived. This change follows a review of the existing
methodology by the National School Resourcing Board. Further information about the review and the
Government’s response can be found on the department’s website: https://www.education.gov.au/reviewsocio-economic-status-ses-score-methodology.
Use and disclosure of personal information
Your personal information is protected by law, including the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth). Any use and disclosure of
your personal information relating to the statement of addresses will occur in accordance with the Regulation.
Your personal information may be used by the department, or disclosed to the ABS, for the purposes of
reviewing capacity to contribute methodology, calculating capacity to contribute and Commonwealth school
education policy development (including school funding), or where it is otherwise required or authorised by
law.

Your personal information will be provided to the ABS for capacity to contribute calculations and analysis as
part of the Multi-Agency Data Integration Project (MADIP). Departmental staff will use the ABS’ secure
DataLab to undertake analysis and calculate capacity to contribute scores for schools using de-identified data
(i.e. data that has had identifiable information such as name and address removed). The linked information
will not be used for other purposes. Further information on the MADIP can be found here:
http://www.abs.gov.au/websitedbs/D3310114.nsf/4a256353001af3ed4b2562bb00121564/9099c77cb979d55
8ca258198001b27a0/$FILE/MADIP%20iPIA_2018.pdf.
The department may, from time to time, carry out audits of school submissions. In the event of an audit,
contracted auditors may seek to compare a school’s statement of addresses with student enrolment
information held by the school. These contractors will not use the information for any other purpose.
The department may also be required to disclose your personal information to its service providers for the
purposes of the provision of information and communications technology (ICT) support services to the
department.
What do you need to do?
You are not required to do anything. Your school is responsible for providing the requested details to the
department, however, you may wish to ensure that your school has the most up-to-date and correct details
for your family.
Contacts for further information
Your school can provide additional information about the process of the address collection.
If you have any further questions regarding the collection, you can contact the department by:



Email: seshelpdesk@dese.gov.au
Phone (free call): SES helpdesk on 1800 677 027 (Option 4)

The department’s privacy policy is available on the department’s website at www.dese.gov.au. The privacy
policy contains information about:




how individuals can access and seek correction of the personal information held by the department;
how complaints about breaches of the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth) can be made; and
how the department will deal with these complaints.

